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BLACKMAILING BILLS, 


Wuue the New York legislative commit- 
tee has found some reprehensible features 
in the course of its investigation of the large 
life companies, yet President JoHn A. Mc- 
Catt of the New York Lire, made a state- 
ment on the witness stand that calls for more 
than passing notice. 

He said that the great majority of insur- 
ance bills introduced in the legislatures were 
blackmail and hold-up measures. If the insur- 
ance companies did nothing to defeat these 
bills their operations would be hampered to 
the detriment of the policyholders. 

Not only are the life insurance companies 
compelled to face hold-up bills during the 
time every legislative gristmill is grinding, 
but every kind of underwriting institution— 
fire, life or miscellaneous—is confronted with 
measures tainted with graft. It is necessary 
to fight such bills and the employment of 
competent men to appear before the proper 
committees and place arguments before the 
legislators is an expensive process. 

It is very well to have the inside work- 
ings of the companies exposed, but why not 
turn the searchlight on the legislatures? If 
proper authority was given an_ investigating 
committee of company executives we do not 
doubt that some very interesting information 
could be extracted from legislators. 

President McCAaLu’s statement came as no 
surprise to insurance men, as they are well 
aware that he told the unvarnished truth. 
Legislative grafting needs attention as_ well 
is legislative investigation of insurance com- 
panies. 


A MISCONCEPTION. 

THE Daily News Democrat of Wapakoneta, 
©., voicing the sentiments of some of the 
reople in that city, who, after paying inade- 
uate fire insurance rates for years, are sore 
ecause the rates have now been put up on 
a proper basis, advises the Bustness MEN’s 
CLus of that city to investigate the question 
with a view to going after the Onto INspEc- 
TION BurREAv. 

Some of the people in Ohio appear to have 
a very erroneous conception of the functions 
and powers of the Ouro INspecTION BUREAU. 
They seem to think that it controls the rates. 
The Onto Inspection Bureau is a private 


} 








organization conducted by men who. under 
stand the science of fire rating and who, 
after careful inspection of the water: supply, 
waterworks, fire protection and condition of 
buildings in a town, give their professional 
advice as to what is a proper rate on each 
tisk. A’ number of insurance companies buy 
this advice and send it to their local agents, 
either without instructions or with instruc- 
tions to follow it, or to vary from it, just 
as each company sees fit. 

Insurance rates should be based on ex- 
petience and hazard. The inspection bureau 
merely ascertains the physical condition of a 
town and its structures. The companies get 
their experience from the results all over the 
country, so as to find a general average. The 
inspection bureau takes this average, or meas- 
uring rod, and uses it:in obtaining the rate. 
Then it is up to the company to decide 
whether it will accept the risk at the advisory 
rate or at a less or greater figure. 

All this talk about bringing suits against 
the Onto Inspection Bureau for making rate 
advances is very foolish. The inspection bu- 
reau can give opinions, but cannot make rates 
on anything, for a rate is not made until 
some person or organization, having authority 
to charge it, has declared what it shall be 
As well one might say that an attorney had 
rendered a decision because he advised the 
court as to his opinion on the law and the 
court accepted that opinion and used it in its 
decision. 

COPPANIES’ SECURITIES ALL RIGHT. 

“See that big safe over there,” said Audi- 
tor Bigler of Indiana—“the gray one that 
looks as if you could put a house and lot 
in it. Well, that safe contains $7,000,000 of 
securities belonging to insurance companies. 
I have checked every one of them since my 
appointment. ihere is none missing—they 
are all there to a cent.” 





JEFFERSON FIRE TO EXPAND. 


S. E. Hutchinson of the agency firm of 
Billington, Hutchinson & Co., that purchased 
the controlling interest in the Jefferson Fire 
of Philadelphia, has been elected president. 
It was decided to increase the company’s 
capita! to $200,000 and to increase its pres- 
ent net surplus up to $300,000. It will 
broaden its scope and operate along agency 
lines in a number of states. President 
Hutchinson states that his firm owns over 80 
percent of the stock and no other insurance 
office would. be associated with it in the 
management. 





ALLEGED SWINDLER IN JAIL. 


Frank Morris, alias C. E. Ross, who a 
year ago, it is alleged, swindled scores of 
northern Indiana and southern Michigan peo- 
ple by representing himself as an insurance 
agent, has been arrested and is in jail at 
Paw Paw, Mich. He had in some manner 
got possession of insurance blanks, including 
policies and rate books of some of the big 
companies and he sold insurance at bargain- 
counter prices, collecting hundreds of dollars 
in premiums. It transpired that he was not 
authorized to represent such companies. If 
not convicted in Michigan, an effort will be 
made to get him by requisition to Indiana. 





Jonrs.—The matrimonial wave has struck 
the Sun of London amidships. In the sum- 
mer time one or two of the office force in 
the western department went on honeymoon 
trips. Then a few weeks ago Special Agent 
F. K. Lundy of Minneapolis entered the ranks 
of -benedicts. Now Special Agent F. M. 
Jones of Cincinnati will wed on Oct. 24. Mr. 
Jones has had a picture of Cupid at the 
top of his inspection slips for some months. 
Some of the dyed-in-the-wool bachelors now 
desire to serve the Sun without compensation 
just to get a whiff of the matrimonial breeze. 





CONFERENCE COMMITTEE WILL MEET. 





Representatives of the Companies and the Na- 
tional Association of Local Fire Agents 
to Discuss Important Questions. 





The conference committee of the National 
Association of Local Fire Agents will meet a 
committee representing the companies in the 
National board rooms at New York Oct. 10. 
At this conference will be brought up some 
of the subjects that were left over from the 
Denver tonvention which it was deemed best 
to discuss with the companies before taking 
any action. The committee from the com- 
panies consists of President Snow of the 
Home, President Evans of the Continental, 
Manager Eaton of the Liverpool & London & 
Globe, Manager Case of the London Assur- 
ance, President Clark of the AZtna and Presi- 
dent Benson of the Pennsylvania. 

The agency committee consists of C. H. 
Woodworth of Buffalo; C. P. Whitney, Chi- 
cago; C. F. Wilson, Denver; A. W. Neale, 
Cleveland; E. W. Beardsley, Hartford, and E. 
J. Tapping, Milwaukee. Secretary Putnam 
will also meet with the joint committees. E. 
B. Case of Chicago, chairman of the executive 
committee, while not a member of the confer- 
erce committee, will be in New York and con- 
fer with the agency leaders. 





NORTH ASMERICAN ENTERS THE PHILIPPINES. 
The North America has 
agency in Manila, which will 
Pacific coast department. This makes three 
American companies operating in Manila, 
the others being the Firemans Fund and 

Phenix of Brooklyn. 


established an 
report to the 





WILL PATRONIZE DEMOCRATIC PAPERS. 


The casualty companies which have been 
having the same trouble as the fire com- 
panies over securing publication of their 


courty statements in Ohio, have come to the 
conclusion that the trouble was fomented 
by the Republican papers and have decided 
to put all their advertising hereafter in 
Democratic papers with a hope of forcing 
the Republican press into accepting the ad- 
vertising at the old rates. 





WILL PROTECT THE DELAWARE. 


In order that outside interests may not get 
control of the Delaware Insurance Company 
its officers and directors have organized the 
Fidelity Shareholders Company with $40,000 
capital, to hold a majority of the Delaware 
steck. Dividends on the stock deposited will 
be turned into the company and distributed 
to shareholders. 





ILLINOIS FIELD CLUB’S ACTION. 


The Illinois Field Club at its meeting’ this 
week decided to go the union rule as to 
term rates on brick mercantile buildings one 
better. The Western Union decided on 
two rates for three years on brick mercan- 
tiles, but excepted buildings with hotel, the- 
ater or opera house occupancy. The Illinois 
Field Club includes them in the two rates 
for three years. It also decided to allow 
tornado insurance to be written either in 
combination with fire insurance or as a rider 
or separate policy. It is thought that the 
field club's action will cause some friction 
in Illinois. 





ST. PAUL DIFFERENCES /IAY BE SETTLED. 


The indications are that the local agents 
in St. Paul, who now have two local organi- 
zations, will try to get together. ‘A joint 
conference committee has been appointed to 
see if the differences can be settled: The 
outcome of a favorable settlement is prom- 
ising, 





SPRAGUE ENTERS THE LIFE FIELD 
Samuel C. Sprague of Minneapolis, a well 
known fire insurance man, who served 
different cempanies in the field, has been 
appointed manager of the life department of 
the Travelers. 


has 
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NORTHWESTERN MEETING IS HE: D. 


LARGE GATHERING OF FIELD MEN. 








Papers Read for the Interest and Education of 
Members—President Gallagher on Hand 
with “Casey” Stories. 





The annual meeting of the Fire Under- 
writers Association of the Northwest is being 
held this week in the Fine Arts building, Chi- 
cago. The time and place of the, meetings 
were changed this year. Heretofore meetings 
have been held in the banquet hall of the 
Auditorium hotel during the last week of 
September. After the convention is over, the 
members will determine whether the advan- 
tages of the changes are sufficiently popular to 
be made permanent. 

Absence of the Annual Address. 

Another new feature, which, however, was 
not contemplated by the officers, was the ab- 
sence of the annual address, one of the tradi- 
tional numbers of the program. This year 
President George P. Sheldon of the Phenix 
was to have given the address, but planned to 
be in Chicago at the usual time of holding 
Northwestern meetings. When he learned the 
time had been changed, his arrangements were 
such that he could not alter them, and it was 
too late to secure a substitute. 

Instead of the annual address, J. M. Beck, 
ex-assistant attorney-general of the United 
States, was given the honored place on the 
program, to talk on federal supervision. 
Owing to officers of the Mutual Life of New 
York being before the investigating commit- 
tee in New York, Mr. Beck was obliged 
to delay his coming, as he desired to be at 
hand when his clients were on stand. Mr. 
Beck’s address was postponed until Thursday. 

Mr. Shalicross the Honored Speaker. 

Owing to Mr. Beck’s absence, C. F. Shall- 
cross, eastern manager of the Royal, was 
switched from Wednesday afternoon to the 
morning session. 

President Thomas E. Gallagher is adding 
to his popularity among fire underwriters by 
the way he is handling the meeting. He is 
easy in his manner of presiding at the sessions 
and his good humor, re-enforced by his “Casey” 
stories, caught the members in fine shape. 

The secretary reported that the membership 
had reached 684, not counting the new men 
admitted this year. 

Report of Library Committee. 

W. L. King stated for the library commit- 
tee that but little had been done during the 
year except adding some reports and reference 
books. A set of the association’s annual re- 
ports was sent to a Japanese insurance com- 
pany and also one to the British fire preven- 
tion committee. The library committee did 
not solicit funds during the year from the 
companies owing to the serious losses of 1904. 

President Gallagher’s address was well re- 
ceived, Vice-President S. D. Andrus presiding 
during the reading of the address. At the 
close, John Marshall, G. H. Lermit, H. C. 

(Continued on Page 20.) 


A GOOD PLEDGE. 


1. | will speak no unkind or harsh word 
of anyone. 
2. I will repeat no unkind remarks I hear 
of anyone, and discourage others as much 
as possible from saying unkind things. 
3. I will judge my neighbor leniently, re- 
membering that my own faults are probably 
far greater. 
4. I will never say one thing to others and 
yet think quite differently; this is hypocrisy. 
5. I will make no injurious remarks on 
the failings of others, remembering these 
words: “Consider thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted.” 
6. I will put the best construction on the 
motives and actions of all my neighbors. 
7. I will act unselfishly and peaceably. 
&. | will keep my home insured in the 
“Old and Tried” Gens Fats. 
g. 1 will not cut rates, nor divide my com- 
missions with the assured or anyone else, if 
at any time I shall engage in the fire insur- 
ance business. 
10. I will not speak disparagingly of my 








AFONSON EXPLAINS THE STOCK DEAL. 





Why Members of the Pool in American of Phil- 
adelphia Felt It Best to Dispose 
of Their Interests. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 7—To the Editor: In 
your recent issue you published an article 
regarding the purchase of a controlling inter- 
est in the American Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, which states: “The largest individual 
block (400 shares) was had from Louis S. 
Amonson, secretary of agencies for the cor- 
poration.” This statement conveys an er- 
roneous impression, as it might imply that l 
acted independently of my associates in the 
management, which is entirely contrary to the 
facts. A number of gentlemen with myself 
held some 400 shares, and in addition were 
largely interested in the stock pool of 500 
shares, which had been purchased to protect 
the management. My friends were among 
the strongest and most active supporters of 
the pool and were ready and willing to ex- 
tend further financial support if a reasonable 
prospect of success had appeared. 

But the continued selling of stock to the 
opposition by other affiliated interests made 
successful resistance impossible, and to pro- 
tect the friends who came loyally to our aid 
in the formation of the pool from any loss 
it was unanimously agreed, in writing, by all 
concerned, including the president, the secre- 
tary, a majority of our directors and myself 
to sell the pool to Charles Fearon & Co., rep- 
resenting Mr. Frelinghuysen, and the indi- 
vidual holdings of my friends were not sold 
and could not have been sold under the pool 
agreement until all agreed to this course. 
President Packard agreed to the sale, but 
decided to retain his individual shares in the 
ol. 

Kindly make this correction, as I do not 
wish my friends or myself to be placed in 
the position of having taken any unfair ad- 
vantage, when in fact their action required 
unanimous consent for its consummation. 

I still remain a stockholder in the Ameri- 
can and know of no reason why it should 
not have a prosperous future. 

Yours very truly, 
Louis S. AMONSON. 








STRANGE TALES FROM INDIANA. 


John Gasaway, a farmer living near Boon- 
ville, Ind., attempted to get supper at his home, 
but before he was through the teapot exploded 
and he was so badly scalded as to make his 
recovery doubtful. 

A fire that started in the basement of 
W. A. Dodge’s drug store, Indianapolis, 
burned a hole in the floor around a 1o-gallon 
can of gasoline without causing an explosion. 





ARKANSAS REFUSES A REHBARING. 


The Arkansas supreme court has refused 
a rehearing in the case of the state against 
the Hartford Fire. In the compromise agree- 
ment, the Hartford paid over $10,200 as the 
aggregate of fines for doing business be- 
tween the decision of the lower court and 
the supreme court affirming the decision. 
According to the agreement, the Hartford 
will have to pay over $10,400 more as a 
penalty for doing business prior to the de- 
cision of the lower court. 





VENNER HAS A RECORD. 


C. H. Venner, who has written to all the 
insurance departments demanding that the 
license of the New York Life be canceled, 
seems to have had quite a notorious career. 
The Evening Sun of New York calls him 
a “Boston blackmailer.” His main plan of 
attack seems to have been directed against 
important corporations, such as the Pullman 
Palace Car Company, the United States Steel 
Corporation and the Rock Island and San 
Francisco railroads. He also attacked the 
Northern Securities Company. Judge Hum- 
phrey of the United States circuit court of 
Springfield, Ill., found him guilty of contempt 
of court, fined him $1,000 and costs and com- 
mitted him to jail for six months. He seems 
to have figured in the courts in a good many 
ways, and it is charged that in some cases 
suits were mysteriously withdrawn. 








competitors in business. 


OPPOSED TO-FEDERAL SUPERVISION. 


STAND OF SMALL LIFE COMPANIES. 








Will Likely Form a Working Agreement to 
Protect Themselves in Any Attempt 
to Interfere with Them. 





It is apparent that the great majority of 
the smaller life companies in the west are 
opposed to federal supervision. The com- 
panies fear that they will lose their striking 
characteristics if placed under federal con- 
trol. Many of the states have special fea- 
tures granted to life companies that. these 
companies use effectively in securing  busi- 
ness. The depositing of the reserve with 
the state insurance department and the cer- 
tificate on the policies in some states are 
regarded as strong points. For instance, it 
is stated that all the Des Moines life com- 
panies are opposed to federal supervision, as 
the Iowa law is one of the prominent char- 
acteristics in the field operations of these 
companies, 

May Have a Working Agreement. 
There is now a movement on hand among 
some of the younger and smaller companies 
to form an organization with a view of pro- 
tecting their interests. Most of these com- 
panies operate on the preliminary term_ba- 
sis. They follow usually President Tup- 
pers “Net Rates and Reserves” for pre- 
liminary term valuation. In fact, should 
preliminary term valuation be attached, it is 
likely that President Tupper of the Conser- 
vative would be regarded as a leader in the 
movement to protect that system. 

Conference to Be Held in Chicago. 
It is understood that a conference will 
be held in Chicago in a few days among 
some of the western companies looking to- 
ward the formation of a working agree- 
ment to protect themselves against any at- 
tempt to overthrow preliminary term valua- 
tion and will also oppose federal supervision. 
These companies will be able to exert much 
influence on the senators and congressmen 
from their home states. They are scat- 
tered over a large territory and being domi- 
ciled in so many states they no doubt will 
be able to reach in a very forceful way the 
national lawmakers. The large companies 
in the east are concentrated in a very few 
states and it looks therefore to the layman 
as if the smaller companies will be able to 
hold the power in the fight over federal 
supervision. 

Some Missouri Opinions. 

President J. B. Reynolds of the Kansas 
City Life has declared himself as opposed to 
federal supervision, believing that several 
state examiners are more likely to find weak 
spots than one set of federal examiners is 

Secretary C. A. Goodale of the Missouri 
State Life is in favor of a federal insur- 
ance law on the lines of the national bank- 
ing law, which would enable companies which 
saw fit to qualify under it to do business 
anywhere in the United States. Companies 
not so qualifying could remain under state 
supervision. 

Presidents of three of the prominent insur 
ance companies of Hartford, as a committec 
representing Connecticut underwriting inter 
ests, will report against federal supervision at 
the annual meeting of the state board of trade 

The committee on laws of the Nationa 
Board of Fire Underwriters has concurred 11 
the opinion expressed by the executive com 
mittee in opposition to federal supervision. 





COMPANY DINNERS BEING HELD. 


The western department of the Queen held 
its annual banquet for the field men and ex 
aminers at the Grand Pacific Hotel in Chi 
cago on Wednesday evening of this week 
Manager McGregor acted as host and toast 
master. Vice-President Burchell of the com 
pany was present from New York. 

The field men of the Liverpool & Lond 
Globe had their dinner at the De Jonghe 
The special agents of the Pennsylvania wi 
hold their banquet on Thursday evenin: 
Manager Barry doing the honor. Preside 
Benson and W. J. Dawson, superintendent 
the agency department, are present from t! 





Want Ads will be found on page 24. 
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MUTUAL LIFE NOW HAS THE STAGE. 


MR. 





M’CURDY STATES HIS VIEWS. 





Company Not Organized to Make Money or 
Pay Dividends, But as a Great 
Beneficent Institution. 





The Mutual Life has been holding the 
center of the stage before the New York in- 
vestigating committee this week. President 
McCurdy, Vice-Presidents Granniss and Gil- 
lette and General Manager McCurdy have all 
been on the stand. From the testimony of 
some of the officers it is found that the Mutual 
contributed to the republican campaign in 
1904 $40,000, in 1900 $35,000, in 1896 $15,000. 
‘The evidence showed that the company had 
not contributed to any state or municipal cam- 
paign. In making these contributions, the 
officers took the ground that they believed 
the success of the free silver party would have 
been a menace to securities and would have 
caused the company heavy losses. Dr. Gil- 
lette stated that he authorized these expendi- 
tures after a consultation with some of the 
executive officers and trustees. 

Not [Much Information from President [icCurdy. 

The committee got very little information 
out of President McCurdy, he thus keeping up 
the established policy of the Mutual Life. In 
speaking of the profits of the New York gen- 
eral agency or any general agency he de- 


clared that it was emimently proper for 
agencies to receive large profits if they 
wrote enough business to entitle them to 


them. He said that it all depended on the 
agency as to what it would recieve. President 
McCurdy said he felt no more responsibility to 
the policyholders because his son-in-law, Mr. 
Thebaud, was a partner in the New York 
general agency than if somebody else’s son-in- 
law was connected with the agency. 

Mr. McCurdy said that his salary was in- 
creased to $150,000 by the trustees and he did 
not ask for it. Referring to proxies, the presi- 
dent stated that it was his understanding that 
the policyholders have sufficient confidence in 
the Mutual Life to leave the management to 
the officers. He asserted that when he took 
charge of the company it was on the decline 
and he had built up its assets from $103,000,000 
in 1883 to $457,000,000 at the present time. 

Object Is Not to Make Money or Pay Dividends. 

Mr. McCurdy replied as follows to the ques- 
tion as to whether he thought life insurance 
should be extended at the expense of the 
pe licyholders : 

“I do. Life insurance is an obligation every 
man ought to understand, because he is par- 
ticipating in a movement for the benefit of 
humanity. I have always had that opinion. 
The purpose of the Mutual Life is not money- 
making or declaring dividends to those who 
pay premiums. It was organized as a great 
beneficent and eleemosynary institution. Its 
purpose was to extend the benefits of life 
insurance, and its object was not that of de- 
claring dividends which could be spent on 
cigars or playing billiards. 

“Its purpose was not to pay one cent dur- 
ng the lifetime of the assured, but at death. 
It was based on the conviction that every man 
ought to carry life insurance for the benefit 
of his family and the community. It was 
Started in the spirit of pure philanthrophy and 
as an eleemosynary enterprise. That was its 
object.” 

Expenditure Committee Has Large Powers. 

Robert Olyphant, chairman of the expendi- 
ture committee of the Mutual Life, testified 
that there was no limit to the money ‘his 
committee was authorized to pay out. He 
said that the Mutual Life maintains a confi- 
dential fund for legal expenditures. 

Vice-President Granniss was brought on the 
stand and the committee endeavored to learn 
irom him something about expenditures for 
lecislative purposes, but could not get much 
definite information. 

Dr- Gillette Discusses Legal Expenses. 

_ Vice-President Gillette testified regarding 
the contributions to the Republican national 
con mittee and gave reasons for it. When 

<ed what legal- matters required the pay- 
ment of $100,000 in one year to the general 
solicitor, he said that he did not know as 
anyone could tell, as the company did nothing 


(Continued on Page 18.) 





FRANKLIN OF WHEELING RESIGNED. 


Will Leave the West Virginia Association Be- 


Association and has given its agents instruc- 
tions to disregard the stamp clerks and to 
send all daily reports direct to the home 
office. 
maintain rates as usual, but that the company 


be required to make affidavit that it is in 
no way connected with any association that 


their reports to pass over the heads of the 


has just been put in force through the efforts 
of the association. 


the controlling interest in the stock. 


cent meeting here the Factory Insurance Asso- 





‘Dutchess. 





cause It Desires to Be Unfettered in 
Operating in Arkansas. 





The Franklin of Wheeling has withdrawn 
from the West Virginia Fire Underwriters 


In explaining this action, 


Secretary 
Paull states 


that the company proposes to 
where it will 


is preparing to enter states 


making rules. or rates governing insurance, 
meaning chiefly Arkansas. 

Some apprehension is felt over this action, 
as it is feared that this will be an excuse 
for agents to get other companies to allow 


stamp clerks, and thus destroy the good that 
The Franklin is the oldest West Virginia 


company, having been organized in 1862. 
Last year the National of Hartford acquired 





MAY EXTEND 10 THE SOUTH. 
New York, Oct. 11—(Special).—At its re- 


ciation appointed a committee, consisting of 
George P. Sheldon, R. M. Bissell and C. G. 
Smith, to visit Atlanta and endeavor to secure 
from the executive committee of the Southern 
Tariff Association authority to extend its field 
of operations in the south. 

It has developed that there is some dis- 
satisfaction among eastern members of the 
association with respect to the results secured 
in this section, as very little headway, if any, 
has been made against mutual competition. 
In fact, it has been stated that some of the 
companies believe that better results can be 
secured by independent action in the New 
England and Middle Department territory. 

The best results secured by the Factory 
Insurance Association have undoubtedly come 
from the south and it is for this reason that 
the present movement has been undertaken 
looking to competition on more liberal lines. 
If this is not done it is not believed that it 
would pay to continue the work simply in 
the eastern states where mutual companies 
are so firmly intrenched. 





CONTROVERSY AMICABLY SETTLED. 


The difficulties growing out of the reinsur- 
ance of the Firemens of Baltimore by the 
Virginia State of Richmond have been 
amicably adjusted and the special deposit of 
$20,0c0, which the Firemens had with the Vir- 
ginia department will pass to the Virginia 
State as soon as the last of the Firemens’ 
policies in Virginia shall have expired. Re- 
ceiver Wolfe of the Firemens claimed that the 
Virginia State owed the company $200,000 un- 
der the reinsurance contract and instituted suit 
to collect that amount. As competitors of the 
Virginia State were using this to the detri- 
ment of the company, Secretary Lecky ar- 
ranged for a meeting with Mr. Wolfe, at 
which he offered him the amount which he 
considered due the Firemens, together with 
interest on it, and this was accepted. To this 
sum $20,000 was added to cover the Firemens’ 
Virginia deposit. 





STUART MORGAN’S NEW DEAL. 


Stuart Morgan of Columbus, O., who was 
formerly in the field for the Home in Ohio 
and later in New York and finally became 
connected with the Calumet of Illinois, as- 
sisting Henry Fowler in its organization, has 
become special agent for the Traders. For 
the first few months he will work in eastern 
New York and then will have Missouri and 
Kansas. Mr. Morgan is a well trained man 
and is popular. 





T. A. Manning of Dallas has been appointed 
general agent for the state of Texas by the 





‘the commercial 





HAZARDS OF COMMERCIAL CENTERS. 


PRESENT AND FUTURE TREATMENT. 








Manager Patton of the Cleveland Inspection 
Bureau Discusses the Subject Before 
Ohio Field Men. 





The regular monthly meeting of the Ohio 
League was held at Columbus last week. Ali 
the field men in the city were invited to be 
present, after the regular business was dis- 
posed of, and hear a paper by C. H. Patton, 
manager of the Cleveland Inspection Bureau, 
on “Commercial Centers of Large Cities, Ex- 
isting Conflagration Hazards Therein, and 
Means of Correction and Future Prevention.” 

He said it is strange that builders in so 
many large cities almost completely disregard 
the fire hazard, both within and in adjoining 
structures. Flimsy construction is found in 
centers of practically all 
American cities. 

Removal of Hazards a Slow Process. 

In the matter of improvement, a difficult 
question is met. We cannot hope to recon- 
struct cities, replace bad water systems with 
good, have new fire departments and have new 
building laws at once. Some evils must re- 
main for a decade, perhaps a century. | Little 
can be accomplished in the way of reform un- 
less every man, owner, builder, architect or 
insurance representative takes it upon himself 
to become familiar with conditions and exer- 
cise his fullest energy to obliterate them. 

Local Influence Must Be Solicited. 

Speaking of the work of the committee of 
twenty, of the National Board of Fire Under- 
‘writers, Mr. Patton said that the influential 
men of the community should be solicited to 
aid, after true conditions are made known, and 


every endeavor from a local _ standpoint 
should be made to follow out recommenda- 
tions. There are few places where results 


may not be obtained, if proper care is taken to 
secure them. 

The difficult matter of protection and pre- 
vention is left almost wholly to insurance men, 
and now while the lessons of great conflagra- 
tions are fresh in the minds of the municipal 
powers is the time to accomplish results. 

Immediate Correction of Evils. 


Mr. Patton said that the question of con- 
gested district improvements is divided under 
two important heads, “immediate correction 
of evils” and “the establishment of future pre- 
vention.” The first may be readily obtained 
by direct contact with the assured, while 
future improvements may be brought about 
only by dealing with municipal authorities. 
Under the first head Mr. Patton enumerated 
the various conditions inspectors find which 
produce bad hazards and showed that by re- 
questing correction, improvements may usually 
be obtained. An effort should be made to 
obtain sprinkler protection in all buildings of 
great area and height. 

Establishment of Future Prevention. 


Touching the subject of future prevention 
Mr. Patton said absence of building restric- 
tions, and the presence of narrow streets, 
frame rows, planing mills and wood workers, 
warehouses, garages, weak buildings, smiall 
water mains, often above frost line, low water 
pressure, inadequate and poorly maintained 
fire department, defective fire alarm systems, 
absence of fire limits and explosive ordinances 
are some of the things to note.. To correct 
them requires time and perseverance, but it 
can be done if the true conditions are brought 
before the public. 

Corrections in Congested Districts a Public Question 


Because much of the wealth of a city is 
centered in the congested districts, it becomes 
a most important matter to secure proper pro- 
tection. A fire in this district endangers many 
adjacent buildings and is of moment to all 
who have property therein. It therefore con- 
cerns the public and through the people and 
the municipal authorities corrections must be 
secured. 

Mr. Patton said that to obtain ideal condi- 
tions in our large cities the legislature, mu- 
nicipal councils and all bodies constituted to 
safeguard the people should be so interested 
that they would work in co-operation toward 
the desired end.* 
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HOST ISSUES PRELIMINARY REPORT. 


ANNUAL DISTRIBUTION ADVOCATED, 








Wisconsin Commissioner Discusses Equitable 
Affairs and Says States Should Require 
Frequent Apportionment. 





Commissioner Host of Wisconsin has just 
issued the text part of his annual report. Un- 
der the head of life insurance he says in part: 

“Within the past year there have been given 
to the public startling revelations concern- 
ing the methods employed by the manage- 
ments of some life insurance companies in the 
conduct of business affairs, conspicuous 
among which is the Equitable Life Assurance 
Society of New York. This company has 
been under the knife for about six months, dur- 
ing which time there have been cut out of 
it, one right on the heels of the other, scan- 
dals, the nature of which has seriously im- 
paired the standing of the company and shaken 

public confidence in life insurance generally. 
When dishonest transactions are exposed in 
one company, the possibility of similar trans- 
actions in other companies at once is sug- 
gested, and this fact—and a fact it is—makes 
the situation a deplorable and humiliating one, 
and one that calls for permanent and effective 
remedy. 

What Shall Be Done to Restore Confidence ? 

“What shall be done to restore the confi- 
dence of the public in life insurance? That is 
the paramount question that demands the most 
serious consideration at this time. - 

“Primitively, every policyholder in a life in- 
surance company was accorded a ‘square deal,’ 
not because supervision and legislation were 
more rigorous then than now, but because 
then the officers were merely the servants of 
the policyholders, selected by the latter to ad- 
minister the affairs of the company. As time 
sped on, the speculation fever spread, becom- 
ing more and more prevalent, until finally the 
officers of these companies became its victims, 
when they tired of acting in the capacity of 
servants, and in effect usurped the authority 
of the policyholders for their own aggrandize- 
ment and enrichment. To gratify their spec- 
ulative instinct, the deferred dividend contract 
was introduced, and there was then formed 
the nucleus of the scandals which recently 
have been revealed to the public through the 
internal dissensions of the Equitable Life As- 
surance Society. 

Favors Compulsory Annual Distribution. 

“What shall be done? Let every state en- 
act legislation compelling life insurance com- 
panies to make essential distribution of sur- 
plus annually, after the second policy year. 
Annual distribution of surplus to policyhold- 
ers will do more to bring about real reform 
in the business of life insurance than any- 
thing else. With annual distribution of sur- 
plus there must necessarily follow economy 
in management in order to show good results 
to policyholders to enable a company to stay 
in the field of competition. The enor- 
mous salaries now paid to the officers 

will be reduced. The excessive com- 
missions paid agents for the sale of de- 
ferred dividend contracts will be reduced; 
instead of receiving from 60 to 100 percent of 
the first premium, with liberal renewal commis- 
sions, agents will receive from 25 to 50 percent 
commissions. Companies with a capital stock 
paying from 6 to 25 percent dividends thereon 
will not be so hostile to the requirement of 


redeeming the capital stock after a sufficient. 


amount of insurance is in force to warrant the 
same, thereby giving to its policyholders the 
large dividends now paid its stockholders. 
Capital stock is no benefit to policyholders 
but becomes an added expense after a com- 
pany has $20,000,000 of insurance in force. 
The enormous sums paid annually for pensions 
and superfluous counsel will be cut off and 
given to policvholders in dividends. Apropos 
the subject of pensions, the question suggests 
of itself. By what authority, granted by whom, 
does a life insurance company pension any- 
one cornected with its management out of the 
funds belonging to its policyholders? The 
comunissioner of irisurance pléads guilty to not 
knowing under the law of what state-a life in- 
surance company may grant pensions. 

“A law should be enacted in every state 
restricting the investment of the funds of life 


(Continued on Page 20.) 


FOLK REQUESTS SOME AFFIDAVITS. 





Tennessee Commissioner Wants Officers to 
Swear They Are In No Combination 
on Nashville Rates. 





In a letter to companies under date of Oct. 
10 Commissioner Folk of Tennessee en- 
closed a form of affidavit which he asks the 
president and secretary of each company to 
sign. It declares under oath that the com- 
pany “is not controlled or bound or directed 
as to the price of insurance in Tennessee 
by any association and that it does not seek 
to exercise any restraint upon any other 
company as to rates charged by such other 
company in Tennessee.” 

Reports submitted to Commissioner Folk 
by companies operating in Nashville for the 
past ten years show an average loss ratio 
of 62.6 percent. The experience for the first 
six months of 1905 shows a loss ratio of 
240 percent. 

Nothing definite has come out of the 
Nashville situation yet, as few policies have 
been written in the congested district since 
Aug. 1 by the regular companies. The busi- 
ness men are anxious to get the contro- 
versy settled. The matter is assuming a 
serious phase from the standpoint of the 
agents, as their most profitable sources of 
revenue have been cut off since their com- 
panies refused to take downtown business. 
Some New York brokers have been writing 
policies, but insurance is not generally sat- 
isfactory and does not nearly meet the de- 
mand. The talk about organizing local mu- 
tuals still goes on, but nothing definite has 
come out of it. 





INVESTIGATING COFMMITTEE ADJOURNS. 


New York, Oct. 11.—(Special.)—Out of 
respect to the memory of S. Fred Nixon, 
speaker of the New York Assembly, the leg- 
islative inestigation committee met this morn- 
ing and immediately adjourned until Tues- 
day next. 





SEPTEMBER FIRE RECORD. 

The fire loss of the United States and 
Canada for the month of September as com- 
piled from the records of the Journal of 
Commerce shows a total of $13,715,250. 

The losses by months for the first nine 
months of 1903, 1904 and 1905 were as fol- 
lows: 


1903. 1904. 1905. 
January ..$13,166,350 $21,970,200 $16,378,100 
February .. 16,090,000 90,051,000 25,591,000 
March .... 9,907,650 11,212,150 14,751,400 
BA neces 13,549,000 23,623,000 11,901 "350 
SRE cesses 16,366,800 15,221,400 12°736,250 
BORD 2c0es 14,648,350 10,646,700 11,789,800 
SO sess 12,838,600 11,923,200 13,173,250 
August .. 8,428,350 9,715,200 11,435,600 
September.. 9,939,450 14,387,650 13,715,250 





$114,971,550 $208,560,500 $131,436,000 


The Pacific coast figures very expensively 
in the September list of fires, the largest 
loss being in that section. The Baltimore 
fire occurred in February, 1904, and is charged 
as $70,000,000 loss. If this be deducted from 
the 1904 nine months’ total the remainder 
would still be in excess of , the figures for 
the first nine months of 1905.” 


oon 





MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 


The Citizens Life of Louisville has entered 
Indian Territory. 


J. P. Singleton, special agent of the Niag- 
ara in Indiana and Ohio, has moved to 
Toledo and will hereafter make that his 
headquarters. 


A charter has been granted in Arkansas 
to. the Home Insurance Company of Pine 
Bluff, which has a capital of $17,000. The 
insurance men among the promoters of this 
latest Arkansas company are George M. Wells 
and W. Z. Tankersley. 

As a protest against the alleged exactions 
of the Southwestern Tariff Association, it 
was resolved at the Richmond meeting of 
the Tobacco Association of the United States 
that the tobacco men will endeavor to secure 
the passage of bills in various state legis- 





latures looking toward the dissolution of the 
insurance combination. 


BEHIND THE ‘SCENES IN NEW YORK. 


INFLUENCES WHICH ARE AT WORK. 








Politics in Hughes’ Nomination—Friendships 
That Bring Results—Speculation 
About Ryan’s Deals. 


(From a Staff Correspondent.) 

New York, Oct. 9—Having refused the Re- 
publican nomination for mayor of New 
York, Attorney Hughes of the life insurance 
investigating committee was nominated with- 
out his knowledge at the party caucus last 
Friday night. From Friday night until 
Monday noon, when he was to be officially 
notified of his nomination, and up to which 
time his attitude was properly one of silence, 
the whole city speculated as to what he 
would do and what probable effect his ac- 
ceptance would have upon the investigation. 

Why He Was Chosen. 

The feeling that has prevailed in the city 
for vears past that “fe insurasce condition: 
would necessarily one day come before the 
public, and the thorough, fearless work that 
is being done in the investigation, has caused 
the life insurance topic to be uppermost in 
the public mind. The almost certain elec- 
tion of the Tammany candidate for mayor 
led the Republican leaders to adopt the last 
desperate expedient of nominating Mr. 
Hughes, the dominating personality in the 
issue of most popular interest, against his 
will, and then to make every appeal to his 
sense of duty to cause him to accept. 

Reasons Pro and Con for Acceptance. 


It was argued that he would need to give 
no time to the campaign and that he could 
Eursue the work of the committee without 
reference to it. Senator Elsberg, in pre- 
senting his name, said: “We believe that 
the most cloquent campuign addresses he 
can make are the questions he is Caily put- 
ting to the witnesses before him.’ 

On the other side it was argued that ir 
accepting he could not avoid making his 
position a very difficult one to sustain. It 
would be somewhat analogous to that of 
George W. Perkins who acted for the New 
York Life as vice-president and for J. P. 
Morgan & Co. as a partner at the same 
time, which state of affairs Mr. Hughes in- 
qui: ed into critically when Mr. Perkins was 
on the stand, 

Pursues the Even Tenor of His Way. 


At present Mr. Hughes is proceeding dis- 
passionately, evenly, impersonally. No one 
hus a hold on him. His motives are un- 
questioned. He can almost be said to have 
no motives, so little is he influenced by fear 
or favor. He performs his work like en 
automaton. Even with his great poise and 
self-control, could he successfully play the 
two difficult -roles of inquisitor and candi- 
date for mayor at once? His associate coun- 
sel in the investigation, Mr. McKean, in an 
interview on Saturday, said 

It may be truthfully said he has clearly felt 
from the beginning that all political considera- 
tions and all partisan considerations must be ab- 
solutely eliminated. To him most especially is 
due the demonstration that the investigation is 
thorough; that as far as possible all practices 
of the insurance business that merit condemna- 
tion shall be exposed without fear or favor; that 
what ought to be revealed should be revealed, no 
matter what political organization or what in- 
dividual be thereby harmed. 

do not hestitate to say that it seems clear 
to me that it will be difficult, if not impossible, 
for the investigation to accomplish the best re- 
sults if it be made to appear that the credit for 
the work of the committee is to be claimed for 
one of the parties in the municipal contest. 


Evidently Mr. Hughes’ views agreed with 
those of his associate. 

Situation Deadlocked by Hughes. 

At present the insurance situation is dead- 
locked. Had Mr. Hughes accepted the 
nomination this deadlock would in a meas- 
ure have been broken. He would have been 
open to attack. His motives could have been 
questioned. It would have been the first 
step towards a campaign for the discontinu- 
ance of further probing on the ground of 
public policy. Mr. Hughes’ natural position 
in this can only be that the truth and the 
whole truth must be productive ultimately 
of great good. 

The company officers’ hands are tied. In 
the face of the great upheaval of public opin- 
ion they are helpless. Whether the great 
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AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


PRESIDENT BROWNE TO VISIT CHICAGO. 


President J. D. Browne of the Connecticut 
Fire expects to visit the western department 
in Chicago next week. All the field men 
will be called in to meet the president. This 
is the first time that Mr. Browne has been 
at the department since the Connecticut re- 
signed from the union, he being here at the 
time this action was taken. It is understood 
that he is highly pleased with the progress 
of the company since it left the organization. 

+t ++ 
AMERICAN AND WESTERN FACTORY. 

There is considerable talk among the mem- 
bers of the Western Factory Insurance As- 
sociation as to the membership of the Ameri- 
can of Philadelphia after it passes into the 
control of J. S. Frelinghuysen of New York. 
Some. of the members are very emphatic in 
saying that the American cannot be identified 
with the organization under the new regime, 
as Jameson & Frelinghuysen conduct a rival 
syndicate for the same class of business. 
Unless the American voluntarily retires, to 
avoid complications, other means will have 
to be devised to force the company out. 
Nothing definite has been done yet, but the 
subject has come up in an informal way 
among the members. 

at ++ 
NEW HAMPSHIRE’S ACTION. 


The decision of the New Hampshire Fire 
to enter the Western Union is the most 
talked-of event in insurance. circles in the 
west. It has had the effect of strengthening 
the faith of local agents in the permanency 
of the union. When the Connecticut re- 
tired there was belief in some quarters that 
other companies might retire. None have 
taken this step, and now the advent of the 
New Hampshire into the organization shat- 





ters the statements that were made about 
resignations. It will have, no doubt, a 
beneficial effect in stimulating separation. 


The New Hampshire gets its largest busi- 
ness from the big cities and is pretty gen- 
erally represented in the different states in 
the larger towns. The fierce pace in com- 
petition on commissions among the outside 
companies no doubt caused the New Hamp- 
shire to seek shelter. It will have the assist- 
ance of the union field men in its agency 
changes. 
++ ++ 
EXPECT MANDATORY SEPARATION. 


That separation will soon be a mandatory 
requirement gains credence daily. The senti- 
ment of union companies is in that direction, 
and it is strongly asserted that this will be 
the outcome and that shortly. Perhaps the 
shift will not have been made before the 
next union meeting, but if not the fiat will 
go forth at that time, is the trend of insur- 
ance opinion. 

++ 

WESTERN ELECTRIC INSPECTORS MEET. 

A meeting of the Western Association of 
Electrical Inspectors was held in the assembly 
tooms of the Chicago Underwriters Associa- 
tion on Thursday and Friday of last week. 
‘I wenty- nine members were present. 

The secretary’s report indicates a member- 

ship of one hundred and fourteen, sixty-six 
of whom are connected with municipal de- 
partments; forty-six serve insurance interests 
and two are in the employ of public service 
corporations not engaged in the electrical 
business. 

Since organization last June the association 
has issued eight bulletins and seven commit- 
tee reports, consisting in all of fifty-one pages 

{ printed matter. Notice was received of the 

death of one member, Martin C. Dee, late 
of the inspection department of Houghton, 
Mich., and suitable memorial resolutions were 
adopted. 

Out of the large number of recommenda- 
tions for changes in the National electrical 
code, the association only saw fit to endorse 
S1X. 

Several interesting committee reports cover- 
ing various phases of electrical inspection 


work were discussed. In view of the short 
time permitted for the consideration of sub- 
jects allotted to special committees, the gen- 
eral excellence of reports submitted to the 
association has been a source of great en- 
couragement to its officers and members. 
Four additional special committees were ap- 
pointed to undertake the investigation of the 
following subjects: Electric crane wiring, 
underground systems, induction motors, co- 
operation with national electrical associations. 
The next meeting will be held at Indianap- 
olis in October, 1906. 
a+ a+ 


TOO SWIFT WITH THEIR INSTRUCTIONS. 


It appears that some of the circulars rushed 
to the front by companies relating to the 
recent changes in union rules have not been 
sufficiently explicit, leaving room for misap- 
prehension as to the true intent of the new 
legislation, and, to head off any further mis- 
interpretation, the revision committee of the 
union has been asked to prepare such a cir- 
cular as will best explain the changes, hence 
companies have been requested to refrain 
from sending out any more literature until 
the committee formulates its data. 

++ ae 
MUCH TERM BUSINESS REPORTED. 

As anticipated companies are reporting a 
large increase in the amount of term risks on 
brick mercantile buildings, brought about by 
the new union rule requiring but two annual 
rates. Lines written a year ago are coming 
in under three-year terms, and while the 
volume of premium for each company is 
larger, for the nonce, there is a giving of 
one year’s liability free of charge, which 
means much to the assured and, in the long 
run, will tell considerably against the com- 
pany, although this may be offset by a large 
amount of new business gained from non- 
union ranks. This feature is already in evi- 
dence in Michigan and _ will doubtless be 
noted all along the line before many days 


have elapsed. 
a + 


CONTROVERSY OVER SPRY LOSS. 


The controversy over the loss on the John 
Spry Lumber Company in Chicago has be- 
come interesting. The lumber in the dry 
kiln and the planing mill were badly damaged. 
The companies claim that the form does not 
cover lumber in the dry kiln, while the as- 
sured states that he is amply protected as the 
form reads that lumber is covered “in the 
yard, in buildings, sheds, cars or on track in 
said yard.” The lumber company contends 
that the word “buildings” includes the lumber 
in the planing mill and dry kiln. The rate 
on the mill and dry kiln is $6.75. The com- 
panies have been receiving $3.44, which is the 
rate on lumber in the yard. Those who have 
looked into the situation claim that the com- 
panies have but little defense so far as the rate 
is concerned, as that is something the assured 
had nothing to do with. It looks as if the 
companies had passed this risk and the mis- 


take is on them. 
+ tt 


SOME LOCAL EVENTS. 


The Royal Exchange has decided to write 
no more new business in the stock yards. 


President Hull and Assistant Secretary 
Wakeman of the New York Fire were in 
the city last week, having been on a western 
trip. 


President Arnold of the Equitable F. & M. 
is in Chicago this week. M. S. Moore, the 
resident secretary at Chicago, who has charge 
of the western losses and Cook county busi- 
ness, will go with the New Hampshire next 
week. President Arnold has decided to leave 
his son, Assistant Secretary Arnold, in charge 
of the office for the time being and will make 
no appointment for the present. While there 
was some talk of the office being abandoned, 
it is stated that President Arnold has decided 
to continue it and will make his appointment 
in due season. 





The New York Underwriters Agency has 
appointed A. R. Williams as superintendent 
of its sprinkler department at the head office 





in New York. 





. lieved 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 








INVESTIGATING AUGLAIZE AGENTS. 





Toledo Agents Scared Now— Regret Expressed 
That Companies Were Not Also In- 
dicted in Ashtabula County. 





Auglaize county, it seems, has followed the 
lead of Ashtabula county in bring the insur- 
ance question before the grand jury. The 
Business Men’s Club of Wapakoneta got busy 
and passed a resolution, asking the prosecut- 
ing attorney to summon the agents and find 
out how the business is conducted. Prose- 
cuting Attorney Hoskins complied with their 
wishes and issued a summons for the agents. 
The grand jury returned no indictments but 
recommended action by a future grand jury 
unless the association disbands. It also recom- 
mended that the attorney-general investigate 
as organizations exist all over the state. 

The executive committee of the Ohio asso- 
ciation held a meeting a few days ago and 
discussed plans for defending the egents in 
Ashtabula county against the suits brought 
against them. ‘There are several avenues of 
attack and defense open to them, but as yet 
they have not definitely decided which wil! be 
made use of. Another meeting will probably 
be held Monday, when something will be done. 
It is possible that the committee will go to 
Ashtabula county to secure all the information 
necessary in the preparation of the defense. 

It is believed that if the records of pre- 
miums received and losses paid in Ashtabula 
county for the last five or six years could be 
shown, there would not be much to base an 


_ argument against sharp advance in rates upon. 


Only a year ago a heavy loss was incurred 
at Conneaut Harbor in the complete destruc- 
tion of a long row of stores. A very large 
dry goods store at Ashtabula burned some 
time ago and Geneva has had a number of bad 
fires. The premium income is not large and 
a few heavy fires soon use it up. Some com- 
panies have not been doing business there of 
late. 

The notices that Prosecuting Attorney 
Taylor sent out to the companies read as if 
indictments had been returned against them, 
as well as the agents. So far as known, the 
grand jury did not return indictments against 
any of the companies. In fact, it is regretted 
in some quarters that this action was not 
taken, for it is believed that the companies 
would have fought the matter out and pushed 
it through the courts in a hurry. It is be- 
that they would stand back of any 
litigation of the kind any way. 

Attorneys for the Ashtabula county agents 
on Monday filed a motion to quash the in- 


dictments, claiming that they were not suffi- 
ciently definite in their allegations. The in- 
dictments have been considered weak all 


along, as it did not seem that enough con- 
sideration had been given in the preparation 
of the documents and the allegations them- 
selves were not clearly stated. The agents 
have taken the first step in the fight, which 
will be followed through until the point is 
fully tested. 

Press notices from Toledo indicate that the 
agents there are shaking in their boots before 
they have been touched. There is no indica- 
tion that this matter will be taken up all over 
the state merely because one or two counties 
are gaining a little notoriety. The fact that 
the life business has been agitated for some 
time is probably the cause of some of the 
trouble that fire agents have had to undergo. 

Cleveland agents are not worried over the 
attacks made upon them by yellow journals, 
as they have no stamping office and only 
follow the advisory tariffs furnished by the 
inspection bureau. As some of the agents 
belong to the Exchange and do not purchase 
the rates, it would be a difficult matter to 
make out a close combination, even though 


FEDERAL LLOYDS 


159 La Salle St., CHICAGO 


August Monthly Statement shows gains since Jan, Ist: 





Cash Assets - - - 554% 
Re-Insurance Reserve - 504 
Net Cash Surplus - 35% 


Send In Your Surplus 
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most of the agents use the advisory tariffs, if 
they are found high enough. However, it is 
known that some of the companies will not 
write certain risks in Cleveland at the rates 
made by the inspection bureau, claiming they 
are too low. 

It is said that some investigations were 
made in Lake county, but that the prosecutor 
came to the conclusion that the evidence 
warranting collusion would be weak, and 
that it is not worth while to bring any action. 





FIELD MEN INSPECTED COLUMBUS. 





Ohio Fire Prevention Association Continues 
the Splendid Work Begun at Toledo— 
Youngstown Next on List. 





Following the meeting of the Ohio Fire 
Prevention Association last week the field 
men devoted Wednesday and Thursday to 
making a block inspection of the congested 
district at Columbus. About thirty-five spe- 
cial agents gave Wednesday to this work 
and about a dozen stayed over for Thursday. 
The entire district was covered satisfactorily 
and where bad conditions were found they 
were at once reported to the city fire mar- 
shal. The same system of following up 
these reports was adopted as prevailed in 
Toledo. ‘The prevention association found 
the fire department in Columbus in sympa- 
thy with its work and believes considerable 
good will be accomplished in getting some 
bad features remedied. It was not necessary 
in Toledo to take any case up to the state 
fire marshal, as the city department was 
able to cope with all the conditions. 

* * * 

The regular quarterly meeting of the Ohio 
Fire Prevention Association was held at Co- 
lumbus last week with an attendance of about 
thirty. The report of the chairman of the 
water supply and fire department committee 
reported that an ordinance had been presented 
to the council at East Liverpool, providing for 
a lot of ten-inch water mains, as recom- 
mended by the association. It is not believed 
that the bond issue to provide money for im- 
provements will come up soon. ‘The chief of 
the fire department at Lorain wrote the com- 
mittee saying that all the improvements re- 
quested by the association had been made. 

The members of the association are well 
pleased over the manner in which requests for 
improvements in Toledo have been complied 
with and the interest taken by the chief of 
the fire department and other officers. They 
were not friendly toward the movement at 
first, but all have been won over, it seems, to 
see the importance of keeping an eye on the 
condition of buildings in the business section 
of the city. Fire Chief Mayo has taken 
special interest in the inspection and aided the 
officers in completing some of the work that 
was left unfinished. The following letter from 
him to President Speed shows the good feel- 
ing that prevails there regardng the work: 


I have made all the inspections requested by you 
and find that all have complied with excert five, 
and they promise to remedy the defects at once. 
If you have any more unfinished reports send 
them on at once and I will attend to them imme- 
diately. I consider your system of inspection 
very instructive to our men, as you have called 
attention to fire hazards that really have never 
been considered heretofore. 

Should you desire you may state to the agents 
of your association, who are making inspections 
in our city, that if at any time we can be of 
assistance to call upon us and we will aid them 
whenever possible, for I feel it is to our interest, 
as well as the insurance companies, to keep down 
the fires and losses. No doubt your inspections 
will be the means of preventing a number of fires, 
as in the list presented to us a number of bad 
conditions existed. I desire to compliment you 
for the thorough manner in which your inspec- 
tions were made. 

* * * 


The retail druggists association sent a com- 
munication asking if something could not be 
done to improve conditions at Manchester. It 
seems that the town has long rows of wooden 
buildings-and the only fire protection consists 
of two deep wells with force pumps from 
which about one bucket of water a minute can 
be pumped. The committee will look into 
the matter. 

Several new members were taken in, the 
names of a number of business men appearing 
in the list, showing that they are beginning to 
take an interest in the work. It is hoped 
that many more will become members and at- 
tend the meetings. 

It was decided 


that district committees 


should not take up any further work, unless 
on special order, until the association had 
taken up all cities of 50,000 population and 
over as a committee of the whole. The sec- 
retary is now preparing a circular letter to be 
sent to the companies, giving them official 
notice of the results that had been attained at 
Toledo. It was decided not to prepare any 
elaborate reports of the inspections at this 
time, owing to the fact that it would mean an 
outlay of considerable money. This the asso- 
ciation does not think is wise. 

C. O. Wood of the Home was elected chair- 
man of the fire protective and water supply 
committee, vice C. V. Steeb, resigned; and 
N. T. Julian of the Agricultural was eletced a 
member of this committee, vice H. L. Dalton, 
who has gone to Wisconsin. 

It was decided to make a general inspection 
of Youngstown next month, following the 
completion of the work at Columbus. 

In the future the executive committee will 
wait upon the chiefs of fire departments and 
other city officials and explain to them the 
purposes of the inspections, in this way gain- 
ing their sympathy in the work and their aid 
in carrying it out. They will also avoid any 
friction, as was experienced at first in some 
other places. 


CINCINNATI NEWS. 














L. F. Runck has been appointed agent of 
the North American Mutual Fire of Mans- 
field, of which W. M. Hahn, former insur- 
ance commissioner, is president. 


W. Tullis Porter of the Wm. Klappert & 
Co. agency will on Oct 18 marry Miss 
Amanda Schroer. Mr. Porter is one of the 
most popular among the younger fire under- 
writers of the city and a host of friends will 
congratulate him on his good fortune. 

The agency of the late John Whitney of 
Covington has been incorporated as the John 
Whitney Insurance Agency, with T. J. Rieley 
as president and Harry Kentrup as secretary 
and treasurer. 





AFFAIRS AT CLEVELAND 














Manager C. H. Patton of the Cleveland 
Inspection Bureau gave the boys in his office 
an outing at Puritas Springs, on the Cleveland 
and Southwestern Traction, a few days ago. 
A game of baseball with some of the boys in 
the insurance offices resulted in some bruised 
and battered noses and ears, but they enjoyed 
the day just the same. 


W. A. Ludlum, formerly with the C. C. 
Shanklin Company, has joined the forces of 
W. B. Maxson & Co., and will hereafter do 
business through that office. 


The new standard equipment of the North 
Electric Company is almost completed. This 
company operates a large telephone manufac- 
turing plant on St. Clair stret. 

The equipment of both the Nungesser Elec- 
tric Manufacturing Company and the Marble 
& Shuttuck Chair Company is almost com- 
pleted. Both are equipping with the Niagara 
system. 





INSURANCE COMPANY NOT LIABLE. 


The Ohio supreme court has decided that 
the Springfield Underwriters Mutual is not 
responsible to the state for a $5,000 loss grow- 
ing out of the fire in the plant of the National 
B-oom Company in the Ohio penitentiary. 

+ + 
FIELD CLUB ELECTS OFFICERS. 


At the annual meeting of the Ohio Field 
Club (union), held at Columbus last week, 
the following officers were chosen: Presi- 
dent, C. T. Deatrick, Home; vice-president, 
B. R. McClintock, British America Assur- 
ance; secretary, George K. March, Firemans 
Fund. In nominating Mr. Deatrick for the 
Presidency, Mr. Speed dtopped into a poetic 
flow that sent George K. March to the woods. 
He says nevermore will he appear in rhyme. 
Then, to cap the climax, Bob Moore growled 








z 


about the kind of cigars Deatrick passed out. 
The regular routine business was transacted 
preceding the election of officers. 

fal fal 


APPOINTS OHIO AGENTS. 


The Queen City Fire, through William L. 
Pettibone, special agent of the eastern man- 
agers of the company, Daniel Woodcock & 
Co. of New York, has been appointing agents 
in the various large cities in Ohio. The fol- 
lowing appointments were made by Mr. Petti- 
bone on a recent trip: 

Thos. P. Fleming & Co., Massillon; P. V. Mack- 
all & Co., East Liverpool; D. J. Brennan, Wells- 
ville; Francis & Ramsey, Youngstown; Zanobia 
Ins. Agency and Pepple, Decker & Co., Toledo; 
Geo. A. Heatley, Defiance; S. L. McKelvey, Find- 
lay; Priests & Feister, Columbus; 8S. D. Cosner, 
Zanesville; E. H. Coe, Dayton, and Robt. B. Milli- 
kin, Hamilton. 

++ ++ 


HOCKMAN SELLS CIRCLEVILLE INTERESTS. 

E. S. Hockman, who for a number of years 
conducted an agency at Circleville, and more 
recently has been connected with a life 
company at Ashville, has removed to Marion, 
where he will be with the Prudential. Mr. 
Hockman ‘some years ago purchased the Van 
Heyde agency at Circleville and later sold 
an interest to H. W. Plum. The latter is 
still connected with the agency, while Mr. 
Hockman’s interest has been acquired by 
J. D. Hummell, and the new firm is Hummell 
& Plum. 

+e ++ 
WANT CITY RERATED. 


At the last regular meeting of the Lima 
Board of Fire Underwriters a resolution was 
adopted asking the Ohio Inspection Bureau 
for a rerating of the city on the grounds 
that it now has an adequate supply of water 
from a new _  600,000,000-gallon reservoir 
which has just been completed. The former 
rating of the city was made at a time when 
the water supply was inadequate. 

++ ++ 


OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Atlas—W. H. Todhunter, Middletown. 

Agricultural—Hutchinson & Poling, 
Whittlesey & Co., Toledo. 

Boston—J. C. Flood, Cleveland. 

Colonial—W. M. Glenn, Newark. 

Calumet—Snyder & Stutson, Washington C. H. 

Columbia—Gray, Dolle & Latta and E. E. Ship- 
ley, Cincinnati. 

Citizens—Asher A. Galbreath, Oberlin. 

German Nat’l—W. M. Butts, Cleveland. 

German Alliance—R. E. Hunter, Urbana; Murtlo 
Hill, Rathbone; T. C. Davis, Massillon. 

Ger. Amer., N. Y.—W. C. Carl, Jeromeville ; 
H. T. Roe, Dillonvale; H. H. Stevens, Thorn- 
ville; W. E. Moulton, Canal Fulton; Jacob Bar- 
nard, Burbank. 

Globe & Rutgers—Williams & MclIlvane, Lorain. 

Germania—C, H. Bishop, Centerburg; Friddle 
& Adams, Johnston. 

North America—J. G. Hudson, Madisonville; 
Milton L. Coffin, Rawson; Carrie W. Shine, Arling- 
ton; W. H. Blessing, South Solon. 

mn. & Lan.—G. A. Leonard and Eunice E. Hur- 
ford, Canton. 

N. B. & M.—L. H. Clark, Athens; W. A. Chan- 
eellor, Arcanum; E. 8S. Hansberger, Barberton. 


Kenton ; 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


O. A, Forbes, at one time secretary of the 
Toledo Fire Underwriters Association, died 
last week. 

J. Clinton Crooks, who conducts an agency 
at Beverly, O., will open an office at Mari- 
etta. His brother, Harry Crooks, will con- 
duct the Beverly agency. 

N. A. Fulton has been appointed as agent 
of the Nassau at Xenia. This company takes 
the place left vacant in his agency by the 
dropping out of the Lumbermens. 

The Orient has transferred from C. G. 
Schulze to W. H. Wentworth at Circleville, 
the former being compelled to give up the 
company on account of his banking duties 
requiring all of his time. 

George A. Heatley, who was recently ap- 
pointed for the Queen City Fire at Defiance, 
also represents the Star of Louisville. The 
Cincinnati Underwriters was formerly with 
this agency, but was resigned recently. 

T. R. Fletcher, deputy insurance commis- 
sioner under William M. Hahn of Ohio, and 
later a local agent at Columbus, filed a pe- 
tition in bankruptcy a-few days ago. He 
gave his debts as $8,188, and assets as noth- 
ing. Fletcher is now employed as_ book- 
keeper in one of the offices at the Franklin 
county courthouse, 
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UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


MANISTEE AGENTS ARE STIRRED UP. 











Belding and Grand Rapids Men Said to Be 
Invading Their Outside Field, and 
They Don’t Like It. 





Local agents at Manistee, Mich., are com- 
plaining of invasion of their territory by 
agents at Belding. It is alleged that the busi- 
ness at Portage, Point, Onekama and Red 
Park, located within ten miles of Manistee, 
has, until recently, been written by the Manis- 
tee agents, but the William F. Sandell agency 
at Belding, and some Grand Rapids agencies 
are now making a drive for the business. The 
Portage Point Assembly hotel, at Portage 
Point, has been written by Sandell, and agents 
formerly controlling the line are considerably 
exercised in consequence. 





BREEZE KNOCKED IN THE HEAD. 


There was quite a little flurry last week 
in connection with preferred business at 
Detroit, a certain prominent agency having 
been charged with rebating, with the knowl- 
edge, it is asserted, of the company falling 
heir to the business. Certain individuals 
have been hot on the trail of this company 
for many months and all but “bagged the 
game” a few hours before the new regime 
as to competition went into effect. 

++ a4 
MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
Allegheny—J. W. Helme, Adrian; O. M. Evans, 


Ann Arbor. 
American, N. J.—Filwork & Morrison, Croswell. 
— Co. of Amer.—C. T. Warner, Benton 
Harbor. 


Atlanta-Birm..—Cheesman & Bliss, Benton Har- 
bor. 

British America—A. H. McDonell, Detroit. 

Buffalo Ger.—Ernst Frank & Son, B 

Capital—Gustav Mertens, Detroit; W. > 
Detroit ; E. 8. Jameson, Marine City 3 H. 
St. Clair. 

Colonial—William Peters, 
Jennings, Negaunee. 

Cooper—Ernst Frank & Son, Bay City. 

Equitable—G. L. Ziebur, Bessemer. 

Farmers, Pa.—Ernst Frank & Son, Bay City. 

Fire Assn.—E. G. Davids, Charlotte; Dan A. 
Stewart, Norway; Denler & Denler, Port Huron. 

Ger. Amer.—N. Y.—S. D. Lapham, Dearborn; 
Rh. D. Gardner, Homer. 

German, Freeport—Filwork & Morrison, Cros- 
well; A. J. Huizinga, Holland; David Stockdale & 
Son, Wayland. 

Hamilton—Godfrey & Hennessey, Detroit. 

Hlamburg-Bremen—F. P. Clark, Vicksburg. 

Mich. Com’l—C. H. Fuller, Oxford. 

Nat’l Union—Cole & Petty, Au Gres; F. W. 
Ward, Battle Creek; Miss C. H. French, Bay City ; 
B. He Ransford, Caro; Brooker & Corkins, Cass 
City ; Oscar Palmer, Grayling : W. T. Kelly, Mount 
Clemens; C. H. Macomber, Omer; A. H. Sauer, 
eaen J. J. McCarthy, Standish; A. Kurn, West 
sranch. 

N. B. & M., Eng.—E. A. Ruegsegger, Boyne City ; 
Il. C. Cooper, Charlevoix; Filwork & Morrison, 
Croswell; G. G. Glenn, East Jordan; A. V. Foster, 
Morenci. 

North German—I. C. Montague, Allegan; H. S. 
Whitney, Benton Harbor; Niles Realty Co., Niles. 

North River—Alvin Poe, Iron Mountain. 

, ee. W. Stone (succeeding Z. G. Culver), 
teading. 

Pennsylvania—Thos. Trathen, Negaunee; Clare 
Cummings, North Adams. 

Queen City—W. R. English, Detroit: William 
Peters, Ishpeming: P. W. Losby, Muskegon. 

Royal—A. B. Betzner, Caledonia; W. J. Lay- 
ward, Middleville. 

Security, Ct.—D. Stockdale & Son, Wayland. 

Security, Md.—P. E. Town, Allegan; Cheesman 
& Bliss, Benton Harbor; Ress & Co., Kalamazoo; 
Niles Realty Co., Niles. 

Traders—F. A. Gleason, Greenville; F. R. Mon- 
fort, Ithaca, 

Transatlantic—R. B. Loomis & Co., Grand Rap- 


. Baird, 
Ishpeming; C. H. 


ids; Cheesman & Bliss, Benton Harbor ; Niles 
Realty Co., Niles. 
United Firemens—W. H. Butler, Ann Arbor; 


G. Il. Ziebur, Bessemer. 
Union, N. Y.—Ernst Frank & Son, Bay City. 
Western, Ont.—D,. A. Stewart, Norway; C. F. 
Gates, Sandusky. 


++ ++ 
MOVE FROM OLD LOCATION. 
Zimmerman & Adams of Detroit, success- 
‘rs to Munson, Zimmerman & Adams, have 
inoved their office to 100 Griswold street. 
Th agency was started in 1858 by Henry 
. Munson and had been located at 64 Gris- 
vold street, in the same office for forty 
vears. The New York Underwriters has been 
represented in the agency since its organi- 
zation, and the Caledonian since it entered 
Michigan. Other companies represented are 
the Orient, Western of Toronto, Marine of 











London, London Guarantee & Accident, Trav- 
elers and Lloyds Plate Glass. 
++ ++ 
CLOSE NIGHTS, OR PAY EXTRA. 
The plant of the Hastings Wool 
Company, Hastings, Mich., it is reported, has 
been written with an unlimited permit to 
work nights without additional premium, and 
agents are being instructed to limit night 
work to 10 p. m. or collect additional pre- 
mium of 25 percent of the annual premium. 
++ ++ 
CARPET SWEEPER PLANT. 


Report on the plant of the Bissell Carpet 
Sweeper Company, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
shows that since previous inspection in Au- 
gust, 1904, a metal-clad warehouse, No. 5, and 
frame lumber shed, No. 7, at west and south 
of factory, respectively, have been equipped 
with Estey sprinklers, which at present are 
out of service, as the metal-clad warehouse 
is being torn down to make way for new 
brick warehouse on same site. The sprinkler 
equipment in main building No. 6 is in full 
operation, however. 


Boot 





DISCREDIT BEIIENT’S FOMENTATIONS. 





Insurance Men Do Not Feel Alarmed Over the 
Periodical Frothing of the Lan- 
sing Kicker. 





Insurance men of Michigan are not very 
much alarmed over the fomentations of C. FE. 
Bement, ex-president of the Lansing Manu- 
facturers Club, who has become a chronic 
kicker. 
vor with the 
sons. 

He claims that the insurance business of 
Michigan is in the hands of a trust and 
his idea is to compel the local clubs, state 
organizations and the Michigan Inspection 
Bureau to make annual reports to the insur- 
ance commissioner, showing the nature of 
their business. Mr. Bement takes the 
ground that the underwriters’ organizations 
in Michigan have nothing in their written 
by-laws to show that they are violating the 
law, but there is an understanding of a ver- 
bal nature which is just as binding. He 
claims that Michigan is a profitable state 
from the fire insurance standpoint. 

Mr. Bement made an appeal to Governor 
Warner, who said that he would take the 
matter up with Commissioner Barry. Com- 
missioner Barry will deal with this subject 
as every other in a fair and businesslike 
way, but it is not likely anything more will 
come out of the Bement agitation. 


underwriters for several rea- 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


Fred E. Shearer succeeds Spear & Lewis 
for the German American at Bay City, Mich 
Contracts have been let at Bay City, west 
side, for construction of a new hose house 
corner of Catherine and John streets. 

Albert W. V. Johnson has just opened an 
office at Ironwood, Mich., having taken the 
agency of the Caledonian and German Alli- 
ance. 


The trustees of the Eastern Michigan asy- 
lum at Pontiac have asked the privilege 
of tapping the city water mains for additional 
fire protection to the buildings. 

The resolution of the common counsel at 
Owosso to purchase a large quantity of fire 
hose has been vetoed by the mayor on the 
ground that there is boodle talk in the air. 

The town of Republic, in the upper penin- 
sula, has issued bonds for $25,000 for in- 
stalling waterworks, and the contract for 
the work has been let to a Bay City con- 
cern. 


Marshal Dykhuis of Holland has offered 
a reward of $100 for evidence leading to the 
arrest of the person who set fire to the 
Huntley building in that city last week. He 
has proofs that the fire was of incendiary 
origin. 





The insurance commissioner of Colorado has 
revoked the licenses of the Elkhart Mutual 





Life of Indiana and the Mountain. Mutual 
Fire of Colorado, 


Mr. Bement is not in very high fa- - 











STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


CHARGES AT DANVILLE FALL FLAT. 








No Evidence Was Produced to Show That the 
Agency of Platt & Son Have 
Rebated. 





The joint committee of the two field or- 
ganizations went to Danville last week to 
investigate the charge made against the 
agency of Platt & Son by Special Agent 
Huff of the National Union, who claimed 
that the agency had been rebating for some 
of its companies to get business. Mr. Huff 
wrote a letter to the state board making 
these charges. Although the National Union 
is not a member of either organization, State 
Agent Daggett of the American of New 
Jersey and Security demanded an investiga- 
tion, as his are the leading companies in 
the agency, and it is claimed that the charge 
really was directed against these two compa- 
nies. 

Secretary Persch of the state board went 
to Rockford to look over the books and found 
that everything was perfectly straight. The 
committee, after making a thorough inves- 
tigation at Danville, could not find that Platt 
& Son had rebated. State Agent Daggett 
and his companies were vindicated by the 
investigation. It is now stated that Platt & 
Son will resign the National Union. 





ALDRICH TO DO FIELD WORK. 

Aldrich of Mt. Vernon, Ill, who 
has represented the Forest City for a number 
of years, has been appointed its special agent 
and adjuster, to succeed the late General 
Adjuster Pa 


George 


rsons. 


++ ++ 


LOOKED INTO ABINGDON COMPLAINT. 

Secretary Persch of the Illinois State 
3oard went to Abingdon this week to inves- 
tigate a complaint of the local agents to the 
effect that the Abingdon Wagon Works line 
was written overhead by agents in Gales- 
burg, most of the line being placed with 
New York brokers. The Abingdon and 
Galesburg agents got into considerable con- 
troversy over this line. 


++ ++ 


DOTEN SELLS HIS AGENCY. 

Harry B. Doten, special agent of the Ger- 
man of Indiana for Illinois, has sold his local 
agency at Chillicothe to A. C. Pettett, who 
has conducted a union agency for several 
years. Mr. Doten also conducted a_ union 
agency, and now the transfer gives Mr. Pet- 
tett seventeen union companies. Mr. Doten will 
move to Peoria at once, where he will have 
his headquarters, and devote all his time to 
field work for the German. 





ILLINOIS NOTES. 


Companies have been furnished with a new 


tariff of Washburn, Iil. 
F. W. Stone, special agent of the Queen 
in Illinois, has moved to Delavan, and will 


have his headquarters there. 

Joseph Miller, vice-president of the German 
Fire of Peoria and a prominent busihess man 
of that city, died a few days 

A hose reel has been purchased by the city 
council of Shelbyville, Ill., and a special fire 
company with equipment placed at the handle 


ago. 





factory there. 

C. R. Pope of East St. Louis has sold his 
interest in the C. R. Pope Real Estate & 
Insurance Company to A. R. Korreck. The 
business will be conducted hereafter under 
the name of A. R. Korreck & Co. 

SENT HIS MESSAGE COLLECT. 
The Nevada insurance commissioner sent 


his long notice to President McCall notifying 
him that the New York Life’s license in that 
state was revoked in a telegram collect, the 
charges amounting to $6.40, which the com- 
pany refused to pay. The question arises 
whether the Nevada man himself was not 


grafting, 
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WEEK'S NEWS IN INDIANA. 


CUT RATE REPORTED AT RISING SUN. 











Owners of Plant Said to Be Boasting of Fact 
and Creating Discontent Among Other 
Property Owners. 





It is alleged that, at Rising Sun, Ind., the 
Wm. Close Sons plow factory, rated at $4.08, 
is being written at 3 percent, and it is inti- 
mated that two agencies, each of which rep- 
resents some union companies, are writing 
at the lower figure. It is also stated that the 
owners of this factory are making much 
of the fact that they have gotten this rate, 
and their talk is influencing other lines of 
business in a detrimental way, in fact, caus- 
ing local agents to lose the business to less 
scrupulous agencies. 
the attention of union companies. 





WILL NOT GUARANTEE MUTUAL POLICIES. 

The statement in last week’s issue to the 
effect that the Anchor Fire would guarantee 
the policies of the Manufacturers Mutual of 
Indianapolis except on risks where it already 
had a full line, has brought forth a strong 
denial from the home office of the Anchor. 
Vice-President Prentice states that no such 
arrangement has been entered into and that 
he would not think for a minute of making 
such a contract. 

+t ++ 
WOCHERS RESIGN COLUMBIA. 

The agency of John Wocher & Bro. has 
resigned the Columbia of Jersey City, taken 
on two or three weeks ago. While it was 
known to be a non-union company, it was 
supposed it could be admitted to union agen- 
cies, because it wrote only automobile and 
floater business. The governing committee 


says not. 


at ++ 


POLICYHOLDERS MAY HAVE TO PAY. 

It is reported that policyholders in the Mer- 
chants Mutual Fire of Indianapolis, which 
went into the hands of a receiver some months 
ago, are likely to be called upon to pay at 
least a part of the notes that they gave. The 
receiver has found only $14,000 in assets and, 
as the law required the company to have $20,- 
000 in cash, he is likely to have recourse on 
those who gave notes in order to make up the 
$6,000 which is wanting. 

++ ++ 
DON'T LOOK FOR GRADED COMMISSIONS. 

A member of the Indiana League says the 
proposition to take up the graded commission 
question is an old story and is no nearer 
settlement than ever. He said the report was 
probably started by some of the members 
who wish they could make it true; that many 
of them are in favor of the scale, but that 
the millennium is not yet near. 

t+ - +s 
WANT MARTINSVILLE IN LINE. 


While New Albany has now been fixed up 
and all the agents are reporting through the 
stamping bureau, one agent is out of the 
board at Martinsville and the companies 
have not been able to get him in line. An 
attempt will probably be made to line him 
up in a short time. 

++ ++ 
INDIANAPOLIS BOARD MEETS. 

The Indianapolis local association held its 
regular meeting Tuesday, but had nothing 
but routine business to do. The only excite- 
ment it has had this year had been in nip- 
ping two successive efforts at rebating on 
the big line on the State Life building. The 
first was by an agency proposing to accept 
the premiums in annual instalments. The 
second was the appointment of a salaried 
employe of the State Life, an agent of a 
fire insurance company, which would enable 
the State Life to get practically a rebate 
to the amount of the commission on the 
business. The local association got after both 
agencies back of these practices, and both 


The matter is having 





sets of policies were canceled. There is 
some curiosity as to what will break out next. 
~~ Sad 
SPECIAL AGENT GREEK RESIGNS. 

W. W. Greek of Bluffton, Ind., has re- 
signed as special agent of the German of 
Indiana in its home state. His successor 
has not been appointed. 

7 ~~ 
ULTIMATUM AT EVANSVILLE. 

Rates are still disturbed at Evansville, where 
the Northwestern National has been oper- 
ating outside the board, after waging a lively 
rate war a year or so ago. It collects only 
about 2 percent of the Evansville premiums, 
while the competitive rates made by the other 
companies, because of its operations, have 
cost the companies as high as $40,000 a year. 
It is now proposed to have the board agents 
agree not to solicit or disturb the business 
on the books of the Northwestern National, 
provided its agent will come into the board. 


If this is refused, rates on dwellings will be 
thrown off entirely. 





COOTS INAUGURATES IFPROVESENTS. 





Fire Chief at Indianapolis Proposes That the 
Office of Lieutenant Shall Mean 
- Something. 





Chief Charles E. Coots of the Indianapolis 
fire department believes he can improve the 
efficienecy of the force by small things. He 
has recently had cap sheaths with the word 
“lieutenant” made for the officers who bear 
that title. Their salaries have also been in- 
crased 15 cents a day. Formerly the office 
of lieutenant was a sort of empty honor. 
When the captain was absent it was the duty 
of the lieutenant to take charge. On those 
occasions there was the probability of dis- 
cipline disappearing, for the remaining firemen 
were not much awed by a man who received 
the same salary as they and who had no visible 
emblem of his rank. 





EFFECT OF NEW COMERS. 


The smaller companies that have entered 
Indiana since the law was liberalized have 
caused considerable consternation in some 
quarters among the non-union companies, as 
in order to get into agencies some of the 
companies have offered fairly high com- 
missions. 

++ ++ 
INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Aitna—I. W. Mayfield, Edinburgh. 

American, N. J.—S. T. Randolph, Covington; 
E. 8S. Rittenhouse, Liberty Mills; C. C. Curtis, 
Waldron; W. A. Dresser, Lafayette. 

Amer. Cent.—J. Wilson, Larwill; Matchett 
Bros. & Co., Princeton. 

Caledonian—Hastings, Woodward & Gray, South 
Bend; F. W. Wayer, Valparaiso. 

Columbia, N. J.—Greene & Greene, Evansville. 

Com’! Union—J. L. Burton, Winamac. 

Continental—Ryan & Ryan, Terre Haute; E. C. 
Ford, New Albany. 

Detroit—W. W. Johnson, Goshen. 

Equitable—J. W. Hutchinson, Mishawaka; J. E. 
Johnson Muncie. 

German Nat’l—Eugene Davis, 





Goshen; C. H. 


Friedrich, Hammond; W. 8S. Garritson, Knights- 
town; Guy Waltermire, Marion; W. A. Foote, 
Farmersburg. 


Hemburg-Bremen—W. W. Dennison, Columbus. 
North America—J. W. Mayfield, Edinburg. 
Milwaukee—W. P. Walsh, Fort Wayne. 

Mil. Mech.—Smith & White, Hobart. 

Nat’l Union—J. O. Davis, Petersburg; Turner & 
Pfister, Poseyville; Heritage & Boland, Anderson ; 
G. A. Lehman, Chelsea. 

North German—Vickery-Odell Co., Evansville. 





INDIANA NOTES. 


David E. Sherrick, ex-auditor of state of 
Indiana, has gone to a priavte sanitarium for 
rest, fearing a nervous breakdown. 

Special Agent W. E. Jones of the Camden 
visited Indianapolis last week and placed the 
sole agency of his company with J. L. Bar- 
nitt. 

The board of public safety of Crawfords- 
ville, Ind., has ordered plans for the erection 
of a modern fire station in the factory dis- 
trict. 

The Tippecanoe Security Company, with 
$100,000 capital stock, has been incorporated 
at Lafayette, Ind. It will do a real estate 
and insurance business. 





FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF FIELD CLUB. 











Date of Annual Meeting Changed to Third 
Tuesday in June—Little Business 
Transacted. 





The Wisconsin Fieldmens Club held its 
quarterly meeting last Tuesday in its rooms 
in the Pabst building, at Milwaukee. The 
attendance was unusually good, as many spe- 
cial agents were on their way to Chicago to 
attend the Northwest meeting. 

Very little for consideration came before 
the meeting, the item of greatest interest 
being the change of the date of the annual 
meeting from the second Tuesday in July 
to the third Tuesday in June. In fact, there 
was so little business to attend to that the 
boys amused themselves with Walter Conklin 
of the Queen, and his hat. 





RATE-CUTTING AT HAYWARD. 
Rate-cutting is reported at Hayward, Wis. 
The public school building, rated 3 percent 
for five years, has been written at $2.70 for 
the term, and the mercantile building of the 
Hayward Mercantile Company, written at 
$1.90 per annum, as against the tariff of $2.10. 
++ ++ 


NO MUTUAL FOR THEM. 

At the last diocesan convention of the 
Episcopal church, held in Milwaukee, the 
scheme to organize a mutual fire insurance 
company was laid on the table. The commit- 
tee that has had the matter under investiga- 
tion for two years reported that it had con- 
cluded that the insurance to be had on church 
property in the Milwaukee diocese was not 
sufficient to get a good average, and would 
not advise the organization of a company 
unless it could cover a wider territory and 
possibly extend its operations to other states. 
The convention did not consider such action 
wise and voted as stated above. 

The advocates of the scheme stiil hope to 
revive it at some later convention. 

++ ++ 
RHINELANDER LUMBER FIRE. 


The lumber fire at Rhinelander last week, 
which destroyed the yards of Brown Bros. 
and the Robbins Lumber Company, was the 
heaviest loss in the state for some time. 
These yards were regarded as_ practically 
one, as they were near together, although 
some of the companies wrote a line and a 
half on the risks. They were above the av- 
erage lumber yards. Considerable of the Rob- 
bins insurance is in outside companies and the 
list is being held back. 


++ ++ 


TO CUT LOOSE AT WAUSAU. 

Conditions at Wausau, Wis., are much 
disturbed on account of competition of non- 
affiliating agents, and the members of the 
local board have thrown down the gauntlet 
and propose to recover, if possible, the pre- 
ferred business that has gone from them dur- 
ing the past two years. The agents are re- 
ceiving cart blanche authority to go ahead. 

++ at 

WILL MEET NON-BOARD COMPETITION. 

The local agents of Jefferson; Wis., who 
belong to the club, have passed a resolution 
to the effect that on and after Oct. 7 the 
members are permitted to protect their busi- 
ness against the non-board agency of Smith 
& Smith, who represent some ten non-union 
companies. The agents complain of this 
office, alleging that it does not observe rates. 

tt at 
TOLLES HAS A RECORD. 


At the recent gathering of field men of the 
Phenix of Brooklyn in Chicago, F. W. Tolles 
of Milwaukee, the adjuster for the company, 
gave his experience of the losses paid by him 
during the last ten years, from Sept. 1, 1805, 
to Sept. 1, 1905. During this time he has 
paid out in losses for the company $894,358 
The percentages of these losses paid out ac- 
cording to months during this time are as 





October 12, 1905. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 


13 








follows: Jan. 634, Feb. 834, March 9%, April 
8%, May 11, June 8, July 8%, Aug. 10%, 
Sept. 61%, Oct. 8, Nov. 7, Dec. 7%. During 
his thirteen years connection with the Phenix 
Mr. Tolles has paid out in losses $1,049,- 
518.50. 





NOTES FROM MILWAUKEE, 











A meeting of the committee, appointed by 
the agents and local companies at Milwaukee 
to consider the solicitor question, was held 
last week and some progress was made. The 
subject was considered from all sides, and 
views were freely exchanged. The plan that 
seemed to find most favor was a sort of 
sliding scale of payment for solicitors ac- 
cording to the amount of business written. 
A sub-committee was named to get the idea 
into a definite working form if possible, and 
a meeting of the full committee will probably 
be held this week. 

Emil A. Rademacher, state agent of the 
Home of New York, has moved his office to 
the fifth floor of the Railway Exchange build- 
ing. His office has been with W. T. Durand, 
local agent of the company, for many years. 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 


The Aachen & Munich goes into the Harts- 
horn agency at Waukesha. 


A new tariff has been adopted by agents 
at Taylor and Radisson, Wis. 

At Taylor, Wis., Otto Arneson has just 
engaged in the fire insurance business. 

Agent Walter C. Snow, formerly in busi- 
ness at Boscobel, Wis., has moved to Lady- 
smith, same state. 

J. H. Wall of Highland and J. B. Harker 
of Linden secure the agency of the Delaware 
and Reliance. K. C. Conley of Darlington 
gets the Delaware. 


At Weyauwega, Wis., it is reported the 
Weyauwega Electric Light Company’s plant 
is written without the usual 80 percent re- 
duced rate agreement, and companies are call- 
ing for its insertion. 

W. H. Carey, who for the past nine years 
has conducted an insurance agency at Grand 
Rapids, Wis., has given up the insurance 
business to accept a position as general dis- 
tributor for the Incandescent Light & Stove 
Company of Cincinnati, manufacturers of in- 
dividual lighting systems. 





GENERAL WESTERN NOTES. 


W. V. Willcox, the well-known local agent 
at Des Moines, has been appointed United 
States pension agent at that point. 

John Ruane, superintendent of the Minne- 
apolis salvage corps, will be married Oct. 15 
and will go to the Pacific coast on his wed- 
ding trip. 

J. R. Sheppard, Missouri state agent of the 
L. & L. & G, and John R. Godall of the 
Markham agency at St. Louis, will sail Oct. 
18 for a six weeks’ European trip. 


The large plant of the Western States Port- 
land Cement Company at Independence, Kan., 
has just been completed and agents are plac- 
ing a line of $250,000 insurance thereon. 


Edward Kelley of Chariton, Ia., special 
agent of the Anchor Fire of Des Moines, 
has sold a half interest in his local agency 
to S. H. Smith. The firm will be known as 
Kelley & Smith. 

At Sioux City, Ia., it is reported the build- 
ing of the Chicago Newspaper Union, 411 
Douglas street, and the store of Perkins 
Bros. Company, 413-415 Douglas street, have 
been written blanket on building and contents. 


_The local insurance agents of Wichita, 
Kan., will entertain the field men and state 
imspectors at an informal banquet at the 
Carey Hotel, Oct. 13. An informal con- 
ference will be held in the afternoon, before 
the banquet. ; 

It is expected that the new 25,000,000-gallon 
pump will be installed in the Quindaro pump- 
ing station at Kansas City within a few 
weeks, and that the rates, which were in- 
creased about a year ago in the congested 
district, will be reduced. 
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LOUIS MAKING A FINE RECORD. 





Loss Ratio for Nine Months Only 29 Percent, 
Almost as Good as That of Last 
Year. 





Up to Oct. 1 the fire insurance companies 
had enjoyed a remarkably good year in St. 
Louis. The premiums amounted to about 
$2,180,000 for the nine months, as against 
$2,460,000 for the same period last year. As 
last year’s premiums included at least half a 
million dollars of World’s Fair business, this 
shows a good permanent growth. The losses 
in nine months were $624,906, as compared 
with $620,685 in the same time last year. The 
loss ratio to Oct. 1 this year was 29 percent 
as against 27 percent for all of 1904. There 
have been but few large fires, the largest 
being below $50,000 in insurancg loss. 





BARBEE MAKES NEW CONNECTION. 
Thomas A. Barbee of Minneapolis, who has 
been connected with the Gorham _ general 
agency in Minnesota, has been appointed spe- 
cial agent of the Delaware and Reliance in 
that state. 





MUTUAL POLICYHOLDERS MUST PAY. 





Judge Hallan of St. Paul Orders Assessment 
on Members of Equitable and 
Mercantile. 





Fire losses and other liabilities which the 
defunct Equitable Mutual and Mercantile 
Mutual fire insurance companies of St. Paul 
have failed to pay will be met by a special 
assessment upon the policyholders. This is 
the gist of an order made by Judge Hallam 
of the district court in the county where the 
companies once did business. 

The order provides, however, that the total 
of the assessments levied in an individual case 
shall not be in excess of the premium on 
any policy or the maximum liability of the 
policyholder, which by the terms of the pol- 
cies is limited to such portion of the premium 
as shall remain unpaid and a sum equal to 
the premium. 

The assets of the Equitable Mutual are 
listed in the order at $1,650 and the liabilities 
at $15,400. The Mercantile company has lia- 
bilities to the amount of $13,000 and assets 
aggregating $3,400. 





MINNESOTA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

Calumet—H. B. Smith, Faribault; J. N. Nilis, 
Owatonna; F. W. Foot, Red Wing; Victor Gillruy, 
Albert Lea. 

Concordia—F. C. Campbell, St. Charles. 

Hemburg-Bremen—J. M. Wenger Jr., Campbell; 
G. A. Lee, Hawley; A. B. Kaercher, Ortonville; 
W. F. Rosenwald, Madison. 

Hanover—J. J. Reichert, Long Prairie; G. L. 
Hope, Badger. 

Lon. & Lan.—Eugene Chilson, Paynesville. 

Milwaukee—C. J. Tupper, Worthington; J. J. 
Ely and E. G. Girdley, Duluth. 

North America—R. W. Frazee, Oslo; A. J. 
Schnobrich, New Germany; P. W. Jordan, Beards- 
ley; J. M. Curtis, Villard; O. E. Hulehan, Deer 
River. 

Phenix—P. M. Quist, Lindstrom; M. W. Hinge- 
ley, Redwood Falls. 

Queen—J. M. Messer, Worthington. 

State of Ill—A. H. Emerson, Lamberton. 

Traders—J. A. Handricks, Fosston. 

=~ - 


EQUIPPING SIOUX CITY RISKS. 

The wholesale drug store of Hornick, Hess 
& Moore, 304-308 Pearl street, Sioux City, 
Ia., is being equipped with automatic sprink- 
lers by the General Fire Extinguisher Com- 
pany, to be in service about Nov. 15. 

The general merchandise store of the C. 
Shenkberg Company, corner of Pierce and 
Third streets, will also be similarly equipped 
by Dec. 1. 


++ + 
COMPETITION IN OKLAHOMA, 

A committee of field men from Oklahoma 
was in Chicago this week in conference with 
the governing committee of the union to con- 
sider rate-cutting in that territory. It is 
thought, however, that with the adoption of 
the new union rules to meet outside competi- 





tion, sufficient relief can be secured. The 
companies are not anxious to bring any more 
demoralization, but take the ground that they 
expect to put the rules into operation if rate- 
cutting continues. 


++ ++ 
FLURRY IN DES MOINES. 
There was considerable flurry at Des 


Moines some days ago when it was discovered 
that an agent has passed a_ daily report 
through the stamping office at the correct rate 
and then it was claimed issued the assured a 
policy at a lower rate. Some of the other 
agents threatened to open things up in view of 
such practices. The wiser heads prevailed, 
however. The agent was disciplined and ey- 
erything is going on smoothly again. 





OBJECT TO SOME OF THE CIRCULARS. 





Some Company Letters on the New Competi- 
tive Rule Are Said to Be Dangerous 
Weapons for Agents. 





Some 
men to 


been 
character of 


objection has raised by field 
the the circular letter 
sent out by a few companies regarding the 
new rates on brick mercantile buildings, 
coupled with which are some _ instructions 
as to competition. It is claimed that while 
the companies and field men understand the 
rule as to competition, the agents as a whole 
do not, and it is declared these letters will 
cause much harm, especially in states where 
rate conditions are delicate. Here is a sam- 
ple paragraph of a letter to which objection 
is offered: 


CoMPETITION.—If you are convinced that your 
competitors have offered a lower rate on any 
risk now on our books, or that you contemplate 
placing thereon, than you had thought proper to 
offer the assured in our behalf, we ask you imme- 
diately to give us full and complete information 
relative thereto, and we will be pleased to give 
the subject of meeting the competitive rate our 
immediate attention, with a view of exhausting 
our assistance and facilities to protect you in 
the proper conduct of our business affairs. 


DECISIONS ARE CONTRADICTORY. 

The supreme court of Kansas has sustained 
the decision of the lower court at Topeka, in 
the well-known case of the Western Woolen 
Mills Company against the Sun of London. 
A large quantity of wool in the company’s 
warehouse at Topeka was overflowed by the 
floods of 1903 and the wool heated and was 
practically ruined. The mills company claimed 
that this heating constituted fire under the 
fire insurance policies, and sued to recover 
the value of the wool Getting a judgment in 
the lower court, which has now been affirmed 
by the supreme court, which holds that fire 
may exist even where there is no actual blaze; 
that fire is heat and that sparks and flames are 
not essential to the existence of fire. This is 
completely contradicted by the recent decision 
in the federal court, which decided against 
the woolen company, holding that visible evi- 
dence of fire was necessary to comply with the 
terms of the policy. Only the smaller policies 
went into the state court, the larger policies 
coming within the limitation of the federal 
court. 

++ ++ 
COMPLAIN OF OMAHA TRANSACTION. 


There is considerable talk over the placing 
of the McCord-Brady Grocery Company line 
at Omaha. Heretofore $100,000 of the $400,- 
000 line has been placed in the Palmer agency. 
The assured refused to pay the rate of. 45 
cents, and it-is claimed the Palmer agency 
was instrumental in getting the Western 
Sprinkled Risk Association to take $100,000 
at 35 cents. The rest of the insurance is 
placed in outside companies and underwriters’ 
institutions. 

++ ++ 
DO NOT ANTICIPATE RATE WAR. 

Local agents in St. Paul are not disposed 
to believe that a rate war will follow the 
differences between the two organizations 
there, one representing the old board and 
the other those who have heretofore been 
out of the old board. They say that the 
twenty-two companies outside the old board 
only write 10 per cent of the annual pre- 
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miums in St. Paul, and the regular com- 
panies are not likely to endanger all that 
business by starting a. rate war for the 
,000 of premiums outside. 
++ ++ 


OBJECT TO THE BLANKET FORM. 


At Muscatine, Ia., companies are asking 
for an amended form on the plant of the H. J. 
Heinz Company, which consists of several dis- 
tinct buildings and is written blanket. A 
form is requested naming a specific amount 
on each building and machinery therein, and 
an average clause to apply on stock. Several 
plants of this company, at other points, have 
been correctly covered, and no further diffi- 
culty is anticipated in securing correction at 
Muscatine. 





DISCUSS FUEL OIL AT KANSAS CITY 





R. D. Harvey Says Serious Accidents Will Be 
Reported Unless Better Storage 
Systems Are Required. 





The fire prevention associations of Missouri 
and Kansas held meetings at Kansas City last 
week at which the representatives of about 
fifty companies were present. The main sub- 
ject taken up was the fuel oil hazard at 
Kansas City. The Missouri association took 
strong grounds against the present system of 
feeding oil into the burners by gravity. They 
suggested that storage tanks ought to be 
buried underground and the oil forced up to 
the burners. R. D. Harvey, assistant United 
States manager of the Royal Exchange, who 
was in the city, gave out a statememnt in which 
he said he never saw a city so gullible as 
Kansas City. It is permitting oil to be stored 
under the streets, under buildings and in sur- 
face tanks. The council might as well permit 
dynamite to be stored in this way. He said 
that some day the newspapers will report the 
collapse of some great building with heavy 
loss of life unless conditions in the city are 
materially improved. 

It is reported that several large concerns 
at Kansas City have returned to coal as fuel, 
being dissatisfied with oil. 





MISSOURI AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Aitna—James Hull & Co., St. Joseph. 

Allemannia—Otto C. Weber, St. Louis. 

American, N. J.—R. L. Doherty, Palmyra; 
Oram, 


Cc. F. 
Melbourne; Robinson & Boch, Appleton 


City. 

Amer. Cent.—M. L. Ellis, Hartville; J. W. 
Lowry, Dunnegan; Ben Hord, Jenning. 

Assurance Co. of Amer.—A. C, Robards, Han- 
nibal. 

Calumet—R. C. Haenssler, St. Charles; H. 8. 
Lindsey, Kirksville. 

Citizens—M. P. Fox, Cedar City; J. 8. Rosell, 


Hartsburg; R. E. Hodges, Mokane. 

Concordia—F. E. Murrell, Bevier. 

Com’! Union—C, J. Chisam, St. Louis. 

Delaware—Reuben Oehler, Chillicothe; F. J. 
Schulte and Albert Katzenstein, St. Louis. 

Federai—Williams & Ellis, Cape Girardeau. 

German, Freeport—J. B. Ross, Skidmore; I. N. 
McGinty, Clearmont; Otto Schmook, Aurora. 

Germania—W. A. Middleton, Higbee. 

Ger. Amer., N. Y.—S. E. Bage, Holcomb. 

German Nat’l—H. L. Eads, Pattonsburg, J. F. 
Robb, Hopkins ; W. H. H. Pierce, Lockwood; A. D. 
Bennett, Seneca. 

Hartford—R. C. Carpenter, St. James; B. F. 
Nickles, Billings; J. W. Bobbitt, Sprague; W. E. 
Renfro, Galena; W. R. Gillette, Crane; Edwin 
Fulton, Kansas City. 

Hanover—S. E. Turner, East Prairie. 

Indemnity—B. W. McCormick, Independence. 

North America—F. L. Dubach, O. M. Friend and 
F. E. Browder, Hannibal. 

Iowa State Mut.—S. W. Brandon, Gallatin; J. F. 
Nelson, Sedalia; J. R. Comley, Rutledge; W. H. 
Riley, Bunceton ; Johnson & Kirkpatrick, Brashear. 

L. & L. & G.—Lindon Marts, St. James; F. M. 
Harnel, Marshfield; J. F. Adams, Ozark; H. E. 
Warren, Jr., Richland. 

Mich. Com’'l—C. E. Gilbert, Nevada; Prowell & 
Cook, Rich Hill; F. E. Hoffman & Son, Sedalia. 

Mercantile—W. H. Riley, Bunceton. 

N. B. & M.—W, F. Haldeman, La Belle; T. F. 
Lane, Doniphan; A. D. Gresham, Parkville; N. O. 
Shanks, Clarence; H. T. Rogers, Cainsville: Rush 
& Pendleton, Buffalo; John Brennen Jr., Chaffee. 

North America—C. P. Bennett, Greenville; 
S. J. Henderson, Kansas City; J. A. Cook, Macon, 
L. H. Woodyard, Bosworth; Mrs. Anna BE. Hol- 
comb, Keytesville; W. Gray, Breckenridge; W. P. 
Stapleton, Albany: G. E. Johnson, Jonesburg: 
Phillips & James, New Madrid; 8S. B. Stone, Por- 
tageville; J. W. Hanna, Tarkio; Collier & Robin- 
son, Trenton. 

L. & L. & G.—John Breman Jr., Chaffee: A. F. 





Dinwiddie & Son, Higbee; Davis & Morris, 
Malden. 
Nat'l Union, R. I.—Tolson, Fayette; Wilson 


Bros., Lexington; George Templeton, Rich Hill; 
Cc. §. Jones, Lamar, 

Shawnee—W. P. Palmer, Fulton: R. F. Bane, 
Tipton; C. W. Kavanaugh, Versajljes; Lawrence 
County Land’ Company, Aurora, 





LIFE INSURANGE CIRCLES. 


DETROIT MEN CONGRATULATE BARRY. 











Michigan Life Underwriters Association Glad 
He Is Lével-headed and Don’t Go 
Off the Handle. 





The Michigan Life Underwriters Associa- 
tion held its regular monthly meeting and 
dinner Monday night at the Fellowcraft Club 
in Detroit. The guest of the evening was 
H. Haskell, who, in 1886, helped organize 
the association and who was a member of its 
first executive committee. Mr. Haskell is 
now located at Los Angeles, Cal., and is 
president of the life underwriters association 
at that place. 

The evening was taken up mainly with a 
report of delegates who attended the na- 
tional association convention at Hartford. 
Extracts from some of the principal addresses 
and papers delivered at that convention were 
read by the delegates, notably the addresses 
by Commissioner James V. Barry of Michi- 
gan and John B. Lunger, vice-president of 
the Travelers, and also the prize essay pre- 
pared by W. H. Porter. A resolution, to be 
acted upon at the next meeting, was offered, 
changing the name of this association to that 
of “The Detroit Life Underwriters Associa- 
tion.” 

As a testimonial to Insurance Commissioner 
Barry, the following telegram was drafted 
and sent to him: 

The Michigan Life Association, 
in session to-night, congratulates you and is 
thankful that Michigan has an insurance com- 
missioner who fearlessly stands for all that 
makes for justness and conserves the welfare 
and protection of policyholders; who will not 
lower the standard of his official dignity and 
honor by complying with the importunate and 
inflammatory demands for hasty and ill-advised 
action made by hysterical and impetuous 


viduals of the type of the erstwhile 
Nevada insurance commissioner. 


Underwriters 


indi- 
obscure 





NORTHWESTERN AGENTS’ BANQUET. 
The west central Illinois general agency of 
the Northwestern Mutual Life gave a_ ban- 
quet at the Creve Coeur Club in Peoria on 
the evening of Oct. 4. General Agent R. O. 
Becker presided, and toasts were responded 
to by H. F. Norris, superintendent of agen- 
cies, Dr. J. W. Fisher, medical examiner, 
Professor Robinson of the Illinois State Uni- 
versity, where the Northwestern Mutual has 
maintained a course of lectures on life in- 
surance, and others. 
++ ++ 
WILL ADVOCATE SHORT-TERM PERIOD. 


Insurance Commissioner Prewitt of Ken- 
tucky, after his return from the convention 
of insurance commissioners, announced that 
he would recommend the adoption of a law 
by the next legislature prohibiting life in- 
surance companies from writing in Kentucky 
any form of policy which defers payment 
of a dividend beyond three years. This is 
two years ahead of the Wisconsin law, 
fathered by Commissioner Host, which for- 
bids longer than five-year dividend periods. 

++ a+ 
DES MOINES LIFE’S NEW POLICY. 

The Des Moines Life has gotten out a 
new policy called the “guaranteed annual 
dividend modified endowment policy.” It 
guarantees 8 percent dividends a year and 
pays one-half the face of the policy at the 


end of twenty years. It is a combination of 
the twenty-year endowment and twenty-pay- 
ment life policies. The rest of the policy 
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becomes paid up. The policy participates in 
the accumulations at the end of the period 
in addition to the 8 percent annual dividend 
guarantee. 
++ ++ 
CLEVELAND’S FIRST FALL MEETING. 

The Cleveland Association of Life Under- 
writers will hold its first fall meeting about 
Oct. 20, but the exact date has not been 
decided upon. There will be no fixed pro- 
gram, but the delegates to'the national asso- 
ciation will make their reports. Seven mem- 
bers of the association attended the national 
meeting, which is considered a good number, 
when the distance and time required to make 
the trip is taken note of. 





O’BRIEN EXCLUDES BANKERS UNION. 


Fraternal Is Fired Out of Minnesota Because 
It Objected to Being Examined by De- 
partment of That State. 


The certificate of authority of the Bankers 
Union of the World, a fraternal organization 
with headquarters at Omaha, has been re- 
voked by Insurance Commissioner O’Brien 
of Minnesota. The officers at the home office 
objected to the actuaries of the Minnesota 
department making an examination of their 
books. Two actuaries were dispatched to 
Omaha on Sept. 27 to make the examina- 
tion, and were stopped in the midst of it 
with the declaration by the management that 
the Bankers Union of the World had with- 
drawn from Minnesota. 

A letter which was alleged to have been 
written by the officers of the Bankers Union 
to Mr. O’Brien was shown to the actuaries. 
They took this as correct evidence that the 
organization had withdrawn and _ returned 
home. When Mr. O’Brien was notified, he 
declared the letter a ruse on the part of the 
management to elude an examination by the 
Minnesota department and retaliated by re- 
voking the authority of the company in Min- 
nesota and that of its agents. 





DAY’S WORK IN NEW MEXICO. 


Darby A. Day, manager of the Mutual Life 
of New York for New Mexico, gave his 
agents a banquet in Albuquerque a few days 
ago. After the banquet the agents were en- 
tertained at the home of Mr. Day. Since 
assuming the management of the New Mex- 
ico agency, Mr. Day has found it beneficial 
to hold an agents’ convention at least once 
a -year, and the results have shown that the 
system of getting and keeping in touch with 
each other is of vital importance to field 
work. The new business of the agency this 
year is practically 150 percent of the amount 
that was secured during the corresponding 
period of last year. Mr. Day is making a 
great success in New Mexico and has a fine 
corps of working agents. 

++ at 
OHIO WILL NOT ACT HASTILY. 

Superintendent of Insurance Vorys of Ohio, 
in answer to inquiries as to what the de 
partment will do regarding the life companies 
now under investigation, said that he did 
not have in contemplation the revocation of 
the license of any of them. They are finan- 
cially sound, he said. The question was also 
put to Governor Herrick by a newspaper 
man, and he replied that he had no intention 
of doing anything at this time. Under thi 
stress of a political fight, in which politicians 
are attempting to line up the candidates for 
governor on the insurance question, there 
seems to be a feeling that the governor may 
take the cudgel to some of the companies 
but it is not believed that anything of the 
kind will be done. 

++ +e 
KILE BECOMES AGENCY DIRECTOR. 

R. W. Kempshall & Co. of Peoria, III. 
managers of the 7tna Life for Illinois and 
southern Indiana, have made a number of 
important changes in their Indianapolis office 
Albert Thompson, who has been cashier and 
special agent, is retained as cashier at In- 
dianapolis. Sherman C. Kile, who has been 
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with the company for some time as a special 
agent, has been made agency director, with 
headquarters at the Indianapolis office. The 
reorganization of the agency force is ex- 
pected to produce good results in the way of 
increased business. 





SCOVEL TAKES AN OPTIMISTIC VIEW. 





Sees Sufficient Safeguards About the Life In- 
surance Companies to Hold Intact the 
Trust Funds of the People. 





President C. W. Scovel of the National Life 
Underwriters Association said in part in his 
address before the Pittsburg association: 

“The legal reserve system of itself prac- 
tically limits the field of operation for crim- 
inal theft, or conscienceless graft, or ignorant 
carelessness, to some portion only, of this 13 
percent surplus. And, mark you, if the offi- 
cers of all the seventy-nine companies actually 
had stolen every dollar of that three hundred 
million surplus and all their doors were closed 
to new business to-day, there would yet re- 
main the nineteen hundred and fifty millions 
of the legal reserve to pay off every obliga- 
tion as it falls due in the years to come. 

“In still another way does the system erect 
a great safeguard around life insurance funds. 
The vast bulk of all the assets, as we have 
seen, forms a kind of sinking fund for future 
obligations. Even a large part of the surplus 
will not mature for distribution until fifteen 
or twenty years hence, while the reserve on 
any policy written to-day may be yielding pay- 
ments a hundred years hence, through a 
life income to some beneficiary yet unborn. 
No other business or financial institution 
known to man figures its daily transactions 
with a view so far down the years. Life in- 
surance stands alone as a specialist in making 
provision for the long future. 

* * * 


“Naturally, one would expect most of the 
funds to be invested with a special view to 
stability and permanence. And funds so in- 
vested are specially hard to steal without de- 
tection. What are the figures? 

“Of the two and a quarter billions, we find 
that 454 percent may be strictly called slow 
assets, namely, real estate owned, 6 percent; 
mortgages on real estate, 27 percent; policy 
loans, deferred premiums and miscellaneous, 
12% percent. That billion is not where it 
can be stolen over night! Forty-two percent 
is invested in bonds and 7 percent in stocks, 
a gilt-edged list, putting the money to work 
in public improvements, railroads and other 
great enterprises all over the country. All 
these bonds and stocks are listed by each 
company in its regular public reports and 
are tabulated in publications that are in the 
hands of all its competitors and of financiers 
generally. The officers would hardly get 
started in an attempt to convert these gilt- 
edged securities into cash (even supposing 
the market would be able to take any large 
proportion of them in a hurry) without the 
whole financial world knowing about it and 
asking why. This leaves only the 1.6 percent 
of collateral loans and the 3.9 percent of 
actual cash—5% percent in all—to be in any 
serious danger of being stolen. 

“Whereas in almost any bank ofe or two 
officers could quietly pile up a large propor- 
tion of its funds in the vault or at reserve 
points, and get away with the cash over 
night, leaving a hopeless wreck behind them; 
these vast life insurance funds are so safe- 
guarded that all the officers together could 
not secretly make away with much more 
than one hundred millions out of the whole 
twenty-two hundred millions, only about one- 
third of that 13 percent surplus, or margin 
of safety.” 

* * * 

lle said that adequate state supervision and 
publicity are great safeguards of life insur- 
ance companies. 

He further said: 

“This high place in public esteem has not 
been founded upon imagination. It is the 
well-earned result of generations of fidelity 
and honesty in the sacred trust of life in- 
Surance, that have been and are distinctly 
above the plane of fidelity and honesty ob- 
Served in ordinary business. It is the result 
of the splendid record of service and achieve- 





ment. Look at the figures again. The sev- 
enty-nine companies in their entire existence 
up to Jan. 1, 1905, have received from their 
policyholders $5,200,000,000. They have al- 
ready paid back to the policyholders in death 
claims, endowments, dividends, etc., $3,276,- 
000,000; and they now hold for future pay- 
ment $2,269,000,000. That makes $345,000,000 
more than they received—which vast sum has 
been earned for their policyholders by careful 
management, over and above all expenses, 
including many millions for public taxes. And 
this has covered the infancy of American life 
insurance; and the terrific panic of the ’70’s, 
when other financial institutions failed by the 
hundreds; and the tremendous missionary 
effort by which the gospel of life insurance 
has been preached and its inestimable benefits 
diffused through our nation to an extent 
wholly unknown elsewhere. Who will dare 
attempt to measure in dollars and cents the 
far-reaching value, material and spiritual, of 
the motherhood and childhood about whom 
life insurance has thrown her protecting arm 
in the moment of direst need? 
* * * 


“This splendid record has been made under 
the safeguards that have long existed. These 
safeguards, as we have seen to-night, have 
been and are unparalleled in other institutions 
and have proved to be thus far amply suffi- 
cient to protect the reserve. That means they 
have protected and do protect every contract 
obligation now outstanding. The people’s 
insurance has been and is safe and sound. 
All possible losses that are being talked about 
to-day, if they be finally proved to be losses, 
can only touch the outer shell of the surplus, 
can only diminish somewhat the $345,000,000 
that the companies themselves have added to 
the funds. All that additional amount would 
have to be lost before one dollar would be 
lost of the actual money received from policy- 
holders.” 





INTER-STATE NOT GUILTY. 

The cases against the Inter-State Life at 
Benton, Ky., for rebating have been dismissed 
by the court, the company having been found 
not guilty. Depositions in these cases have 
been taken in Louisville recently which 
strengthen the case of the company, and_ it 
is believed that other cases will be decided 
for the Inter-State Life. 

Civil suits have been filed by the Inter- 
State Life in all the counties where prosecu- 
tions have been begun, in which the company 
sues each of the policyholders to whom it is 
accused of giving rebates to recover the 
entire amount of the first annual premium. 
These cases will probably be tried before the 
first of the year. 

+ + 


CAN NOT AGREE OUT OF COURT. 


The affairs of the Western Life Indemnity 
of Chicago are still in an unsettled state. 
An attempt has been made to settle the ques- 
tions brought up in the policyholders’ bill 
outside of court. All parties agreed to elim- 
inate the side issues and allow Judge Kohl- 
saat of the federal court to decide whether 
the proposed terms of reinsurance with the 
Security Life & Annuity are in the interest 
of the policyholders. On Wednesday when 
the agreement was presented in writing 
Attorney Levinson, who represents some pol- 
icyholders and H. B. Hicks, chairman of the 
policyholders’ committee, backed down. The 
matter will therefore continue in court and 
Judge Kohlsaat will render his decision in the 
suit to restrain the reinsurance next Monday. 
The Western Life Indemnity officers are 
very hopeful and think the injunction will 
be dissolved. 

at ++ 


MIDLAND MUTUAL PREPARING FOR BUSINESS. 


Temporary offices will be secured in a few 
days by the Midland Mutual Life Insurance 
of Columbus, and preparations will be made 
for the permanent organization which will 
be effected as soon as the required six weeks 
after incorporation expire. It has not been 
decided yet what forms of insurance will be 
written, but all the popular policies will be 
placed on the market. Possibly a combina- 
tion accident and life policy will be written, 
as it is understood that such a form is pro- 





vided for under the Ohio laws. The in- 
corporators are all men engaged in other 
lines of business, but a good actuary will be 
secured to look after rates and policy forms, 
and the underwriting end of the business 
will be well taken care of in some way when 
the time arrives. 





WILL OWN HOME OFFICE BUILDINGS. 





American Central and Inter-State of Indian~ 
apolis Are to Be Domiciled in 
Their Own Property. 





*The American Central Life of Indianapolis 
has bought a home office—the Fitzgerald 
block, one of the best-known buildings in 
Indianapolis. It faces the famous Soldiers’ 
Monument. It cost the company $300,000 
cash. The name will be changed, probably, 
to the American Central Life building. The 
company will take possession Noy. 1. It has 
been looking for a home of its own for the 
last two years. At one time it had about 
made a deal for the Unity building, one block 
east of its new. purchase. The Fitzgerald 
building is a handsome five-story structure, 
which was converted from a newspaper build- 
ing to an office building, the remodeling be- 
ing done on lines intended to make it fire- 
proof. The company will now make further 
alteration in it to make it meet its own 
growing demands. The company has had 
elegant quarters the last two years in the 
Newton Claypool building, but, after adding 
several rooms to its suite. still needed more. 

The Inter-State Life of Indianapolis will 
build a home office, having purchased ground 
‘on North Pennsylvania street, opposite Uni- 
versity Park. President Charles A. Sudlow 
says his company does not favor a general 
office building as an investment, so will have 
its own building planned for the exclusive 
use of the company. “Money paid by the 
company for office rent,” he said, “is the equiv- 
alent of interest on capital invested in a 
building. Capital put in an office building 
such as we shall erect is secure.” It is ex- 
pected the new building will be a model as 
the home of a life insurance company, being 
so arranged as to transact all business in 


the most complete and expeditious method 
possible, and with the greatest saving of 
labor. Adequate vaults will be a prominent 


feature of the building. Under present ar- 
rangements the company has to duplicate all 
its important records, one copy to be kept 
at the office and the other to go into a safety 
deposit vault in a banking house. The new 
building will be erected next spring. 

The State Life bought a fine home office 
last year. 





WILL REQUIRE GAIN AND LOSS EXHIBITS. 
Insurance Commissioner Host of Wisconsin 
says that at least fifteen states, chiefly in the 
middle west, hereafter will demand annual 
gain and loss exhibits of life insurance com 


panies. These are Minnesota, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Nebraska, North Dakota, ‘Tennessee, 
Texas, Vermont, West Virginia, Wisconsin, 
Colorado, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana and 
Wyoming. 

+ ++ 


LINCOLN NATIONAL REINSURES FRATERNAL. 

The newly organized Lincoln National Life 
of Fort Wayne, Ind., has taken over the busi- 
ness of the Fraternal Assurance Society of 
America, a fraternal started at Fort Wayne 
about three years ago and having eighteen 
councils and about a thousand members. Its 
high rates prevented rapid growth and it 
decided to reinsure. Some councils will be 
reorganized as social organizations. 

++ Be 
DILDAY GOES WITH STATE LIFE. 

Noble J. Dilday, former Indiana manager 
for the Equitable of New York, has been 
appointed central superintendent of agents for 
the State Life, with headquarters in In- 
dianapolis. Mr. Dilday was formerly a news- 
paper man, in twelve years being reporter, 
publisher, then owner of a daily paper. He 
began with the Equitable in Kentucky in 1896 
as local agent and was successively general 
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manager for that state, inspector of agencies 
for Indiana and Kentucky and general man- 
ager for Indiana. He resigned last summer. 
He wrote as much as $650,000 personal busi- 
ness a year and his agents over $6,000,000 


last year. 





MOST STATES WILL TAKE NO ACTION. 





Nevada and Missouri Likely to Stand Almost 
Alone in Excluding the New 
York Life. 





From present prospects not many states will 
follow the example of the Nevada and Mjs- 
souri departments in revoking or threatening 
to revoke the licenses of the New York Life 
unless the amount paid in campaign contribu- 
tions is restored and President McCall and 
Vice-President Perkins resign. 

The New York Life has given out a state- 
ment that it would continue to do business 
in Nevada. President McCall received a 
communication from State Auditor Davis 
stating that after a hearing had been given 
by him to the San Francisco agents before 
the state board of revenue, the board, by 
unanimous vote, had decided to suspend all 
action relative to the New York Life until 
after the legislative investigation committee 
had made its report. 

State Auditor Moore of Arkansas will do 
nothing in this line, as the company is solvent 
and interests of policyholders do not seem to 
be in danger. 

Commissioner Barry of Michigan will await 
the result of present investigations before tak- 
ing any action. As the company’s solvency 
has not been questioned, he thinks that any 
hasty action alarming the company’s 20,000 
policyholders in Michigan would be not only 
ill-advised but heartless. 

Commissioner O’Brien of Minnesota will 
pursue a conservative policy and take no ac- 
tion until the examination by the five western 
and southern states is completed. Deputy 
Auditor Pierce of Nebraska, whose depart- 
ment is also participating in the examination, 
has expressed similar views, and it would ap- 
pear that the commissioners of Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Wisconsin would scarcely pass 
judgment before their own agents finish get- 
ting the evidence in the case. 

Commissioner McDavid of Mississippi sees 
no reason for such action at this stage of the 
game. Nothing has yet been proven to show 
that the company is violating any law of Mis- 
sissippi or is unable to meet its obligations. 

Governor Deneen and _ Superintendent 
Vredenburgh of Illinois state that there is no 
provision of the Illinois law under which such 
radical action could be taken unless it were done 
arbitrality, and they have no intention of do- 
ing this. Illinois has not taken part in the 
examination by several states, as it is entirely 
satisfied with the progress the legislative in- 
vestigation is making. 

Superintendent Vorys of Ohio will take no 
action. 

Commissioner Luling of Kansas will take 
no action till the report of the New York 
investigation is published. 

While some radical utterances were at- 
tributed to Deputy Commissioner  Ritten- 
house of Colorado, the state auditor said no 
hasty action would be taken. 

Governor Lanham of Texas has referred 
to the insurance commissioners the affidavits 
of New York Life officers made last Decem- 
ber that no campaign contributions had been 
made. What action he will take is yet 
problematical. 





TRAVELERS’ CONTEST BEGINS. 

The Travelers announces that a contest for 
the annual convention of 1906 began on Oct. 2, 
1905, and ends June 30, 1906. For the 1906 
convention “graduate” delegates will be re- 
quired to produce $2,700 in premiums for the 
nine months. In 1906 the convention will be 
put on an annual basis, the contest to run 
from July 1 to July 1. Agents who have not 
been delegates to previous conventions must 
produce $1,800 in accident and life premiums 
for the nine months. The amount of pre- 
miums to be produced by agents entering the 
employ after Oct. 1 is graduated according to 
the time they work. For instance, those ap- 
pointed after Jan. 1 by producing $1,200 of 





life and accident business combined will be 
eligible to attend the convention. 
+ ++ 
SEVERAL ACCEPT. 


Governor Johnson of Minnesota and ex- 
Attorney-General Monnett of Ohio have ac- 
cepted the invitation of Thomas W. Lawson 
to act as members of a committee to repre- 
sent policyholders in bringing about a re- 
organization of the three big life companies. 
Governor Beckham of Kentucky has sent a 
conditional acceptance. Governor Cummins 
of Iowa, on the other hand, in commenting 
on Lawson’s project, is quoted as saying: 
“I don’t see that Lawson represents anything 
connected with the insurance company 
(Equitable) in question, except, possibly, 
through the proxies he may hold.” 

++ ++ 


COWAN ENTERTAINS HIS AGENTS. 


Agents of the Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Company were entertained Oct. 
5 by James M. Cowan, general agent at 
Decatur, Ill., in honor of H. F. Norris, su- 
perintendent of agencies of the company, 
Dr. J. W. Fischer, medical director, and 
F. W. Burlingham, assistant general agent 
at Chicago. The occasion was the annual 
visit of the home office officials, and Mr. 
Cowan marshaled his agents, to the num- 
ber of twenty-five, to meet them at a ban- 


quet at the Decatur hotel. 
++ ++ 


RELIANCE LIFE ANNOUNCES A CHANGE. 

The Reliance Life announces that hereafter 
applications will be considered on any partici- 
pating plan where the first distributive share 
of surplus will be made at the end of five 
years from date of issue and subsequent dis- 
tributions annually or every five years there- 
after at the option of the insured. The com- 
missions’ on this form of policy will be the 
same as on ten and fifteen year distribution 
policies. 


a+ ++ 
CLOSES UP PROVIDENT OFFICES. 

The National Life, U. S. A, has now 
closed up all its provident offices in Chicago 
and will have no more to do with that class 
of business. President Starnes is convinced 
that it does not pay, both from the expense 
end and the mortality experience. A few of 
the offices were converted into offices for writ- 
ing ordinary business. The company has now 
gotten its gait again since these offices were 
disbanded. 

++ ++ 


WORK OF THE EXAMINERS. 


From. all indications it now looks as if 
the western and southern insurance com- 
missioners, who have started their examina- 
tion in New York, will continue this work 
for a long period of time. W. J. Graham 
of the actuarial department of the Metro- 
politan, who was secured by the North- 
western National Life as actuary, received a 
splendid offer from the commissioners at 
almost double the salary he was_ receiving 
from the Northwestern National Life. He 
accepted the offer, resigning from the North- 
western National. Mr. Graham was assured 
that this examination work would continue 
for a long period. 

At present only about ten men are at work 
on the examination, as more would interfere 
with the legislative committee’s investiga- 
tion, but about Nov. 1 this number will 
probably be increased to thirty. 

Prof. J. A. Hartigan, the regular actuary 
of the Minnesota department, and W. E. C. 
Ross of Blue Earth City, Minn., who has been 
appointed a special actuary of the department, 
have been sent to New York to assist Actuary 
Wolfe in the examination of the New York 
Life. 

++ + 
TRAVELERS’ CHANGES IN INDIANA. 


George W. Reed, who has been director of 
agencies of the life department of the Travel- 
ers at South Bend, Ind., becomes inspector of 
agencies for the state, with headquarters at 
Indianapolis. Carl H. Mayer, who has been 
with the New York Life at Evansville, Ind., 
becomes manager of the Travelers at South 
Bend, and George S. Henrich, also of Evans- 





ville, becomes assistant manager at South 
Bend. 





MERIDIAN LIFE & TRUST IS SUED. 





Two Suits Entered at Indianapolis, Both Aris- 
ing from Dated-Back Policies—Re- 
ceiver Asked For. 





Two suits have been filed against the Me- 
ridian Life & Trust at Indianapolis. Frank 
Bowen charges the company with being in- 
solvent and asks for the appointment of a 
receiver. He alleges that he is one of 400 
business men of the state who took out seven- 
year predated policies with the company on 
a special dividend agreement under which 
their notes for the commuted premiums, 
amounting on an average to about $900, were 
to be protected. Under the agreement Bowen 
alleges he was to be credited with $1 for 
every $1,000 written by the company within 
ten years from the date of the policy. His 
policy for $5,000, he says, is burdened with a 
lien of $941.85 in commuted premiums at 5 
percent interest, compounded. Instead of a 
twenty-year endowment policy, he says, he 
received a combination of a one-year term 
policy and a nineteen-payment life policy. 

The second suit is by Mrs. Minnie M. Pape, 
who charges insolvency and collusion between 
the auditor of state and the state attorney- 
general in bringing about this alleged in- 
solvency of the company. Mrs. Pape says 
she took out a twenty-payment policy that 
was to be worth various named amounts at 
various times and under certain conditions, 
but when the policy was delivered the amounts 
were reduced all along the line. She charges 
that the company engages in seven-year pre- 
dated policies, creating pretended liens that 
by collusion of the state officers are ac- 
cepted as assets and deposits by the state, but 
which have no commercial value, thus de- 
stroying the solvency of the company. The 
plaintiff asks that a receiver be appointed, in 
the absence of a petition of that kind, by the 
attorney-general. 





MUST PAY TAX ON DEPOSITS. 


Judge Pollock of the United States circuit 
court at Topeka, Kan., has refused to enjoin 
the clerk of Shawnee county from entering on 
the tax rolls the securities deposited by the 
Illinois Life with the state treasurer of Kan- 
sas. These securities constituted the deposit 
of the Kansas Mutual and amounted $530,- 
130.20 in 1904 and to $548,192.68 in the spring 
of 1905. On these amounts the Illinois Life 
will have to pay taxes amounting to $28,- 
580.05, unless it enjoins the collection of them. 
The company contended that this deposit is 
part of its assets on which it is taxed in its 
home state. 

~ s 
PROGRESS OF THE UNION MUTUAL. 


The Union Mutual Life in its bulletin states 
that September was the best month of the 
year so far and really loomed up equal to 
an ordinary December. For the first nine 
months of the year the company has written 
$1,200,000 more than the same period last 
year. It attributes this increase to the aban- 
doning of tontine and combination policies on 
Sept. 30 and also to the exposures of the 
large life companies in the east. The com- 
pany states that the life insurance investiga- 
tion has been favorable to the smaller com- 
panies, although the exaggerated and extrava- 
gant headlines in the city daily papers have 
tended to cause some people to lose faith in 
life insurance. 

os ++ 
SUES FOR RETURN OF PREMIUM. 


L. K. Mulford, former paying teller of the 
Western Bank of Denver, which failed, has 
sued the Central Life of Des Moines for the 
return of his premium, $344. In his petition 
he states that it was the plan of the company 
to have a financial director in every county 1 
the different states in which it operated. He 
alleges that he was to become financial secre- 
tary for his district. His duties were to se 
his influence among his friends to advance the 
interest of the company, make favorable loans 
for the company, look after its financial af- 
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fairs in his jurisdiction and also be the 
custodian of its deposits in Denver. It was 
required that he take out a $5,000 policy. He 
claims that he waited for the company to 
compensate him for the work of his position, 
but he received nothing and therefore brings 
suit for the return of the premium. 





AMONG THE FRATERNALS. 











The legal battle over the amalgamation of 
the Yeomen of America in the American 
Guild has had a serious effect on both. Local 
councils held back their assessments, and now 
there is to be a scramble to see which will get 
the members. The Yeomen turned over $173,- 
ooo to the American Guild on June 7 and the 
June, July and August assessments, amount- 
ing to $45,000, a total of $218,000. The 
American Guild returns $41,000 and assumes 
all liabilities accruing up to September tr. 
Former members of the Yeomen will choose 
which society they prefer to be associated 
with and pay their September and future as- 
sessments to that society. 

It is said that the Missouri supreme court 
en banc, to which was transferred the case 
of Westerman vs. Knights of Pythias, -in 
which division No. 1 of the court held that 
the non-forfeiture law of Missouri would 
apply to fraternal associations, will modify 
the decision of the division No. 1, but to 
what extent it cannot be said at this time. 
The court meets on Oct. 10, but it is not 
known how soon the decision will be handed 
down. 





SUE ON M’CUE POLICY. 


The four minor children of the late J. 
Samuel McCue of Charlottesville, Va., who 
was hanged for the murder of his wife, have 
brought suit against the Northwestern Mu- 
tual Life for $15,000, the amount of a policy 
held by McCue. The Northwestern and the 
Royal Arcanum are the only organizations 
which have failed to pay the amount of their 
policies. The New York Life, Equitable, 
Travelers, Fidelity Mutual and Life Insur- 
ance Company of Virginia have paid their 
claims, amounting to $45,000. 





LIFE NOTES. 


The Missouri State Life wrote $650,000 in 
September, a gain of $150,000 over the same 
month last year. 

The Reliance Life received in September 
349 applications for $709,000 insurance. They 
were written by Ior agents. 

The northeastern Ohio ordinary depart- 
ment of the Prudential has made a decided 
increase in business over its record of last 
year. 

Bass Henderson, who has been a leading 
agent of the Prudential at St. Louis, has 
gone back to the A£=tna Life, which he for- 
merly represented. 

William Mann, eastern manager of the 
Pacific Mutual Life, was in Cleveland last 
week on a visit to the company’s office and 
some of his friends. 

Walter A. Kennedy, who has represented 
the Mutual Life at Martinsville, Ind., has gone 
to Seattle, Wash., where he will be associated 
with the same company. 

_P.__M. Grier, manager for the National Life, 
U. S. A. in Michigan, has been transferred 
to the state management of Oregon, with 
headquarters at Portland. 

_John D. Faires, special agent for the Na- 
tional Life, U. S. A.. on the coast, has been 
appointed manager for southern California, 
with headquarters at Los Angeles. 

E. S. Hockman, formerly of Circleville, 
O.. but more recently in the business at Ash- 
ville, has removed to Marion, O., where he 
will be connected with the Prudential. 

The Gaelic League of Indianapolis gave a 
Teception to Samuel Quinn, vice-president of 
the State Life, on his recent return from a 
trip to Ireland, the land of his birth. 

Charles W. Scovel, Pittsburg manager of 
the Provident Savings for western Pennsyl- 
ania, held an agency convention in Pittsburg 
ast week. Superitendent Arvin of the cen- 





tral west and Managers Anderson of Cin- 
cinnati and Bruce of Cleveland were present. 
Prizes were given to agents winning in the 
contest. 

The Security Trust & Life has charged its 
former manager in Pittsburg, J. A. McDonald, 
with embezzlement, the company claiming that 
he appropriated $2,515,000 of the company’s 
money to his own use. 

The State Mutual Life and Annuity Asso- 
ciation of Rome, Ga., will apply for admis- 
sion to Missouri in a few days, and the 
company hopes to be soon in a position to 
open the Missouri field. 

Minor Morton, recently with the New York 
Life’s metropolitan department in New York 
city, has gone with the Citizens Life of Ken- 
tucky and will have the Missouri state agency 
when that field is opened. 

The Sterling Life Insurance Company of 
Springfield, Ill, has closed up its office in 
Chicago and C. H. Eich, a member of the 
firm who were its managers, is looking after 
the details in this connection. 

Major A. E. Ransom, for eight years In- 
diana manager for the Mutual Life of New 
York, has been appointed superintendent of 
agencies of the State Life for Oregon and 
Washington, with headquarters at Seattle. 

P. W. Ditto of Cleveland has received his 
badge as a member of the New York Life 
$200,000 Club. It is possible that Mr. Ditto 
would have won out for the presidency had 
the regular meeting of the club been held. 

William D. Tolle of Springfield, Mo., be- 
comes general agent of the National Life, 
U. S. A., for southwestern Missouri, under 
Manager Baird Pallette of St. Louis. Mr. 
ling was formerly with the Mutual Reserve 
Life. 

The Buffalo Life, with $250,000 capital and 

surplus, has been organized. The officers are 
Charles H. Wood, Buffalo, president; John 
L. McNeil, Denver, Horace F. Hall and E. 
R. Smith, Buffalo, * vice-presidents; C. E. 
Channel, Buffalo, secretary. 
‘ Agents of the New York Life in central 
Illinois met at Springfield a few days ago. 
They were tendered a luncheon at the Leland 
hotel as guests of Agency Director L. H. 
Walsh. R. E. Whitney of Chicago, director 
of agencies, was guest of honor. 

The Philadelphia Mutual Life has its or- 
ganization about completed, the promoters be- 
ing Perry & Clouney, who did a large business 
for the Life Association of America in Phila- 
delphia. Offices have been taken in the North 
American building at Philadelphia. 

Major E. B. Stahlman of Nashville, Tenn., 
owner of the Nashville Banner, has declined 
to serve as a director of the Equitable, for 
which position he was recommended to the 
trustees. He states that in view of recent life 
insurance disclosures he must be free, as a 
newspaper man. 

D. F. Witter, former president of the 
Northwestern Life & Saving Company, who 
has been with the Northwestern National 
Life of Minneapolis since its reinsurance of 
the Iowa company, announces that he will 
return to Des Moines at the expiration of 
his contract with the Northwestern National, 
in February. 


Charles N. Van Cleave, agency director of 
the New York Life at Indianapolis, has been 
elected a director of the American Engineer- 
ing Company of Indianapolis, succeeding 
David E. Sherrick, former auditor of state. 
Mr. Van Cleave is also a director in the 
Indianapolis, Crawfordsville & Western Trac- 
tion Company. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


The Indiana & Ohio Live Stock of Craw- 
fordsville, Ind., is considering entering Mis- 
souri. 

The Federal Casualty Company has been 
organized on the mutual plan at Manitowoc, 
Wis., to do accident and health business. 

Lawton & Son get the plate glass agency 
of the New Amsterdam at St. Louis, and R. 
C. Marshall secures the company for all lines 
at Louisville. 

D. A. McBeth, formerly vice-president and 
general manager of the Bankers Surety of 
New York, is now connected with the National 
Surety as assistant general solicitor. 














AMONG THE CASUALTY MEN. 





Surety Managers Say That Business Should 
Not Be Taken at Headquarters at 
Less Than Local Rate. 





Surety managers in some of the large 
cities which have local organizations com- 
plain of the action of some of their associates 
in agreeing to observe rates and then allow- 
ing business to be placed at the home offices 
at a lower rate than permitted by the local 
organization. This question has received con- 
siderable attention on the part of the Chicago 
Surety Underwriters Association. It has 
been found that some of the companies whose 
managers are in the organization accept busi- 
ness at the home offices at lower rates than 
the local manual.- The association has passed 
a rule requesting home offices not to grant 
rates lower than the local manual without 
conferring with their managers, unless it be 
on common carrier business. 





PANGBORN GETS A BIG FIELD. 

George W. Pangborn of Indianapolis has 
been appointed general agent of the Metro- 
politan Surety of New York for Indiana, IIli- 
nois, except Cook county, the southern penin- 
sula of Michigan and several counties in 
northern Ohio. 

++ ++ 
WILL WRITE BURGLARY INSURANCE. 


_ The New Jersey Plate Glass Insurance 
Company has announced to its agents that it 
will soon begin writing burglary insurance. 
It will not open up the western field for this 
branch until the first of the year. 
++ +t 
GIVES AUTOMOBILE PROTECTION. 


The A&tna Life has gotten out a combina- 
tion automobile liability and accident policy 
which gives the assured additional protection 
for automobile accidents. It costs $2 per 
thousand, allowing $5 per week indemnity. 
The automobile owner is protected if he car- 
ries a regular accident policy, but this gives 
him additional protection for purely automo- 
bile accidents. The company recently issued 
an automobile accident rider; to be attached 
to regular accident policies, also giving this 
additional protection. 

+ +. 
CHANGES ITS DEFENSE POLICY. 


The United States Casualty has amended 
its physicians’ defense policy. It eliminates 
the clause where liability is not acknowl- 
edged when a physician sues on a bill and the 
debtor then sues for damage for alleged mal- 
practice. It also explicitly states it will re- 
imburse a policyholder for the amount he 
pays on a judgment. 

+e +e 
CHANGE IN BURGLARY AGENCY. 

Wile, Loeb & Gutman of Chicago, who 
have had the New Amsterdam Casualty for 
Burglary business, have resigned it and taken 
the General Accident of Scotland in its place. 
The New Amsterdam will handle its burglary 
business direct from its salaried office in 
Chicago under Manager Porter. 

al nal 
SURETY SUES CONTRACTOR. 

A suit for $11,500 has been brought against 
the Crown Dryer Company of Cleveland, O., 
by the National Surety Company. It is al- 
leged that the Cleveland company had a con- 
tract to install some machinery for a com- 
pany at Sligo, Mo., and failed to fulfill the 
contract. The National Surety further al- 
leges that it had the bond to pay, and the suit 
is brought to collect the amount. 

++ ++ 
HAD CEASED TO BE A PASSENGER. 


James Glenn of Warren county, Indiana, at- 
tended a political rally and returned home late 
at night over the Lake Erie & Western rail- 
way. After alighting he went into the wait- 
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ing room at the station, sang, talked and had 
a jolly time there with some companions for 
ten to fifteen minutes. Later, in going toward 
home through the unlighted depot grounds, 
he stumbled over some obstruction and was 
injured. He brought suit for damages. The 
Indiana supreme court has just decided that 
he had ceased to be a passenger when he was 
hurt. 
++ ++ 
FIGHT ON IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


The fight between the Physicians Defense 
Company of Indiana and the Maryland 
Casualty Company over the issuing of physi- 
cians’ defense policies has got before the 
Pennsylvania insurance department. The 
Physicians Defense Company undertook to 
have the Maryland Casualty estopped from 
issuing these contracts and the Maryland 
Casualty retaliated by charging that the 
Physicians Defense Company was doing an 
insurance business in Pennsylvania without 
complying with the insurance laws of the 
state. The commissioner has referred the 
matter to the legal department for considera- 
tion. 

+ + 
OBJECTS TO “ATHLETIC CLUBS.” 

The manager of a burglary company, who 
has given much thought and investigation 
to the burglary subject in Chicago, calls at- 
tention to the: numerous so-called “athletic 
clubs” that are on some of the well-known 
thoroughfares outside of the downtown dis- 
trict. He thinks that these are largely ren- 
dezvous for thieves and hold-up men, and 
claims that if the’ police would close up these 
“clubs” and arrest the members, who loaf 
about them, on vagrancy warrants, there 
would be a diminution in the number of 
burglaries in the city. 

++ + 
MRS. GORDON AS CLAIM EXAMINER. 

There is only one accident company of any 
prominence so far as is known who has a lady 
for its head claim examiner. Mrs. M. K. 
Gordon occupies this position with the North 
American Accident at its home office, and she 
is regarded as one of the most competent claim 
examiners in the country. She has two lady 
assistants, who are also experts in the same 
line. Mrs. Gordon read a paper before the 
last meeting of the Detroit Conference, which 
was generally commended. She was formerly 
with the old Metropolitan Accident of Chicago, 
and has been with the North-Ainerican about 
four years. She is a woman of rare judgment 
and has a keen insight into the various ele- 
ments that enter into a claim and is quick to 
recognize an attempt to take advantage of the 
company. 

-~ + 
REFORMS IN ACCIDENT INSURANCE. 


The Fidelity & Casualty, in commenting on 
the proposed accident reforms, says: 

“All effort to correct policies, by eliminat- 
ing this, that, and the other feature, is futile, 
except on the basis of making an abso- 
lutely uniform standard form of policy. 
Just as soon as one undesirable feature is 
eliminated, new features invented by some 
manager are put in; which may or may not 
be undesirable from an underwriting stand- 
point, but are more or less effective for the 
work of solicitors. 

“Whether it will ever be possibile to get 
a standard form is open to doubt; and it is 
open to doubt, also, whether it would be 
in the interest of the public. The pub- 
lic gets benefit when competition is open, 
and some companies, at least, may be 
trusted to know how far they can afford to 
go.” 





J. H. Lenehan of the Phenix has been 
elected chairman of the governing committee 
of the Western Union and W. S. Warren of 
the L. & L. & G, vice-chairman. 


SURPLUS LINES 


TRADERS FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


of Toronto, Can. 
Authorized Capital, $1,000,000 
Toronto Conflagration Losses, $40,000, Paid in Cash 
A. L. McCRAE, Ceneral Agent 
163 La Salle Street GHICAGO, ILL. 








BEHIND THE SCENES. 

ACon inued From Page 8.) 
part of this clamor is senseless or not is 
beside the issue. It exists. The attempt to 
influence public opinion by having prepared 
articles published in the St. Louis daily pa- 
pers, for which the papers could “send in 
any bill they pleased” had a boomerang ef- 
fect, as one of the papers promptly pub- 
lished an exposé. 

How Sentiment in New York Stands. 


The feeling in New York, both among the 
people in general and in the insyrance and 
financial districts, is strongly anti, though 
there is much defense of the campaign con- 
tributions. With regard to Wall street this 
is curious, as nothing has yet been revealed 
which would seem to be much _ below. the 
Wall street code of ethics. Most fire insur- 
ance men express themselves freely and in 
no uncertain terms. Much of the criticism 
is undoubtedly due to the fact that men are 
afraid to take a stand against the over- 
whelming public sentiment. Mr. Perkins 
personally stands well with a large coterie 
in Wall street. President McCall has many 
friends. The local insurance journalists al- 
most to a man defend him and are sincerely 
for him. They like him for his genial ways 
and his democratic friendships and they be- 
lieve him to be sincere, 

TicCall and Perkins Have Strong Support. 


He and Mr. Perkins have the support of 
a corps of loyal agency directors in the 
field and of influential men in New York. 
John R. Hegeman of the Metropolitan, the 
dean of the New York contingent, and per- 
haps on the whole the most commanding fig- 
ure in the life insurance field, is a friend and 
adviser of President McCall. Their friend- 
ship extends back to the days when Mr. 
McCall was superintendent of insurance. 

There are various stories as to how the 
old Beers administration came to be ousted 
and Mr. McCall installed. One is that Mr. 
Becrs was about to engage in the monthly 
industrial business and had corralled about 
all of the Metropolitan’s New York city 
agents when Mr. Hegeman “caught on” and 
Mr. Beers, refusing to give up the idea. 
thereby brought on his company an investi- 
gation of its affairs, which resulted in his 
being deposed at this time. Mr. McCall was 
comptroller of the Equitable, and although 
several people claim the credit of having 
been the cause of his selection for the presi- 
dency of the New York Life, perhaps Mr. 
Hegeman was, at least, as much a factor 
in bringing it about as anyone. It is nat- 
ual that there should be a strong friendship 
between the two men. 

The Mutual has not been so much in the 
limelight as the New York and public opin- 
ion is°as yet not very definitely determined 
as to its management. The company will 
probably receive more attention this and next 
week than will the New York Life. 

The Ryan-Equitable Deal. 

The Equitable is, compzratively speaking, 
in the background. The question as to the 
exact inter-relations of Thomas F. Ryan, 
President Morton and the society is still an 
open one. Mr. Ryan may have been acting 
benevolently in the interests of the Equit- 
able policyholders, but if he was his act 
was entirely inconsistent with his past rec- 
ord, which is that of one of the shrewdest 
men that have ever played a large part in 
Wall street affairs. 

The guess has been hazarded that he may 
have been acting in some indirect way for 
the Mutual Life, inasmuch as he is closely 
associated with the company through the 
Morton Trust Company, of which he is vice- 
president. This, however, is not believed by 
people in position to be well informed. 

Still Speculating About Ryan’s Motives. 

The tinge of plausibility is due to the 
fact that in the reorganization of the Wash- 
ington, for which Mr. Ryan put up the 
money, he gave the presidency to a Mu- 
tual Life man and this might have been du- 
plicated in the matter of the presidency of 
the Equitable had a certain Mutual Life 
official cared to consider it. 

Mr. Ryan, not being an insurance man, 
would naturally turn to the company with 
which he was most familiar, for presidential 
timber for the two companies, the control 
of which he had acquired. It may be safely 
assumed that he was acting strictly for him- 
self in the Equitable matter, though through 








his association with Mutual Life officials he 
probably was not acting entirely without 
expert advice. 

The public will not rest satisfied until the 
motives and intentions of Mr. Ryan in this 
deal are made perfectly clear, which the; 
doubtless will be in the course of time. 





MUTUAL NOW HAS STAGE. 

(Continued From Page 7.) 
to ascertain for what purposes this money 
was used. Dr. Gillette testified that th: 
company had sufficient confidence in its legal 
department to carry on the work without 
requiring a detailed account of expenditure: 
It was shown that the legal expenses of th 
company for 1904 were $364,000. Dr. Gillett: 
states that he never asked for a report from 
the general solicitor and received no vouchers 
or receipts. 

It was stated in the testimony that th: 
Mutual Life paid $72,861 last year for luncli 
eons for its clerical force at the home office. 

A. C. Fields, superintendent of the suppl) 
department of the Mutual Life, receives 
salary of $10,000, but did not look after th: 
department for several years owing to ill 
health. 

President [cCurdy’s Salary. 


It was brought out in the testimony that 
President McCurdy of the Mutual. Life has 
received a salary of $150,000 a year since 
1901. General Manager McCurdy testified 
that this large salary was justified, owing 
to the large interests of the Mutual. The 
testimony given by Manager McCurdy 
showed that it cost the Mutual 96 percent 
of the first year’s premium to get new busi- 
ness. The company has only seven general 
agents on a purely commission basis. In 
1904 it was shown that the New York city 


agency netted the two partners $247,000. 
George T. Dexter, superintendent of the 
Mutual’s domestic agencies, said that he 


saw no justification for the payment of so 
large commissions in New York. Manager 
McCurdy defended the New York city con- 
tract on the ground of local conditions and 
fierce competition. Mr. McCurdy testified 
that the Chicago manager received $10,000 a 
year and a collection fee on old business. 
Expense Has Been Reduced. 


Manager McCurdy stated that the ex- 
pense of getting new business had been re- 
duced more than 2 percent within the last 
year or so. Chamberlin & Gillette are the 
Texas general agents, Mr. Gillette being a 
brother of the vice-president of the company. 
Mr. McCurdy testified that the business in 
France, England, Holland and Belgium had 
been more satisfactory than in other foreigi 
countries. He stated that he had never par- 
ticipated in any syndicate in which the Mu- 
tual was interested. Mr. McCurdy said that 
he knew rebating was common, but that tlic 
Mutual Life’s agent’s contract called for dis 
missal as a punishment for rebating. He 
said that some dismissals had been made o1 
this ground. 

Bowles Gets a Plum. 


It was shown in the examination that the 
Mutual paid Thomas H. Bowles, formerly its 
general agent in Wisconsin and Louisiaua, 
$35,000 at the time he organized the policy- 
holders’ committee and threatened to make 
disclosures regarding the company. ‘lie 
$35,000, it was said, was paid to Mr. Bowles 
on account of a claim for damages which 
he had made as a result of his dismissal. 
He is still being paid renewal commissions. 

Creates Favorable Public Sentiment. 


Mr. Thummel said that the company 
contributed funds to create public sentiment 
against vicious legislation, increased texes 
and hold-up bills. Literary bureaus would 
be established, men would appear before 
committees, talk to legislatures and so on 
in order to defeat unfavorable legislation. 
He said that last year the Mutual spent 
$15,000 in this work. 

Legislation in Michigan. 

Regarding the charge of W. H. Thun iel 
of the Mutual Life that he had participated 10 
Michigan legislation, especially last year when 
a bill was introduced to increase the taxation 
of insurance companies, an investigation by 
some of the daily papers brings out the fact 
that it is no secret among Michigan life insut- 
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ance men that money has had to be spent in 
Michigan to defeat hold-up legislation. It is 
said that it has cost the companies about $9,000 
a year. Mr. Thummel was in Detroit last 
winter and organized a lobby, consisting of 
F. O. Paige of the Mutual Life, Will A. Waite 
of the Phcenix Mutual and representatives of 
the Michigan Mutual. Mr. Waite states that 
the only money he spent was for his personal 
expenses. It is stated that no inimical bills 
have been passed in Michigan regarding life 
insurance for many years. The companies 
ave long expressed their indignation at the 
methods pursued by the Michigan law- making 
body in 1899. When the grand jury was in 
ession at Lansing one of the companies made 
an exposure that caused something of a sensa- 
tion, but it was never pushed to a conclusion. 
General [Manager [icCurdy’s Testimony. 

Robert H. McCurdy, general manager 
of the Mutual Life, said that his salary was 
$30,000 a year. In 1886 he became superin- 
tendent of the foreign department and re- 
ceived 5 percent commission on foreign 
business. In June, 1903, he became general 
manager. In addition to his salary he re- 
ccives I percent on renewals of his old for- 
eign business, which will cease in 1910. 
Under his various agreements with the com- 
pany Manager McCurdy received the follow- 
ing sums as commissions on foreign insur- 
ance: 






Year, Earned. bony Earned 
eee $ 891.53 

1887.. .- 10,781.61 

1888.. - 23,522.61 

1899.. 42,455.41 

1890 33,243.87 

WA wccosnes 51,626.07 

1908. cicadas 46,601.04 

1893......+- 58,487.32 

1604. ccsvcecs 69,202.20 

St a re 75,422.63 1905 to Aug.31 62/573. 70 


Participated in [Metropolitan Agency. 

Mr. McCurdy was formerly a member of 
the firm ot C. H. Raymond & Co., general 
agents of the Mutual for New York city. 
Mr. McCurdy testified that he paid Mr. Ray- 
mond one-half the commissions on foreign 
business between 1886 and 1892 and Mr. Mc- 
Curdy got half the profits of the Raymond 
office. After 1892 Mr. Raymond received half 
of the renewals on business written prior 
to that date only, and after 1897 he received 
no part of the commissions. Mr. McCurdy 


stated that his commissions this year would 


amount to $80,000, 

Mr. Raymond took the stand and stated 
that the firm received commissions of from 
45 to 65 percent of the first year’s premiums. 
The larger the business the higher commis- 
sion was the rule. He stated that the com- 
pany paid larger commissions on accumula- 
tion policies. He said the annual dividend 
business did not amount to 1 percent of the 
business written. 

When Mr. McCurdy retired from the firm 
of Raymond & Co. he was succeeded by 
L. A. Thebaud, a son-in-law of President 
McCurdy. From 1903 down to 1904 it was 
shown that Mr. Thebaud had received in 
commissions $920,113. 

President McCall's Testimony. 

President McCall of the New York Life 
gave a statement showing that Andrew Ham- 
ilte n was paid $1,103,920 for law expenses 
during five years, and $476,927 in fees from 
1900 until the fall of the present year. 

ir. McCall gave it as his opinion that 

enalty should be imposed upon every poli- 
cyholder for breaking his contract, so that 
he could not come in for the full share of 
the reserve when he lapsed. 

Kegarding rebating, Mr. McCall said that 
the anti-rebate laws had not been effective 
because of amendments whereby many of 
them were made defective. He stated that 
the New York Life had done all it could to 
Stop the practice, and if an agent was dis- 
covered giving a rebate he forfeited all his 
rs ts s a member of Nylic and was dis- 
charged, 

Substandard Business and Deferred Dividends. 

Mr. MeCall was asked to explain the sub- 
Standard business of the New York Life, and 
Sail last year $35,000,000 of this class was 
writen. He thinks on the whole it has been 
a profitable financially than the regular 
Usiness, 
tic then commented on the tontine plan in 
dividends, stating that his company had only 
a iew pure tontine policies left. The plan 
was introduced into this country by H. B. 








Hyde of the Equitable. Mr. McCall thinks 
that the deferred dividend policyholder gets 
more than the annual dividend policyholder. 
He said that the accumulation surplus in the 
New York Life was used only for legitimate 
purposes and was not a fund for grafting. 

Regarding the transfer of $17,000,000 from 
the surplus to the reserve fund a few years 
ago, he said that it was entirely for the safety 
of the tontine policyholders. He claimed 
that no discrimination had been made in 
favor of German army officers and denied the 
report that Spanish soldiers were favored in 
the late war. In fact, he said, that the 
company did not issue a single policy to a 
Spanish soldier during the war. 


Actuary Weeks on Accumulation Plan. 


Actuary Weeks of the New York Life de- 
clared that the deferred dividend system was 
superior to any other, because it was more 
attractive, and agents find it easier to write 
policies, and therefore the plan causes a 
company to grow. He said that about two- 
thirds of the life policyholders lapse before 
the end of the accumulation period. He 
stated that no more commissions were paid 
than was necessary to keep the agents work- 
ing. He declared that the company did not 
want annual dividend business because it be- 
lieves the deferred dividend policy is better 
for everybody concerned. He said that the 
New York Life would not be able to do 
nearly so much business if it wrote only 
annual dividend policies. 

Mr. Weeks stated that it was conceivable 
that new business might reach a point when 
it would damage the interest of old policy- 
holders. 


Cost of New Business. 


Attorney Hughes, by figuring, tried to 
show that the company paid in one year 
$7,700,000 over and above the premiums on 
first year’s business to get it. 

Mr. Weeks said that the company could 
save $10,000,000 a year if it stopped writing 
business, but claimed that it was the business 
of life insurance companies to insure lives, 
and if the companies were merely run to be 
terminated at any time the officers thought 
they could make more money with the capital 
on hand than continuing to insure lives, there 
would not be any more life insurance com- 
panies left. 

When asked whether there had been any 
conferences between officers of companies 
with a view of having about the same show- 
ing in dividends, Mr. Weeks admitted that 
a had “talked” with an officer of the Equit- 
able. 

E. I. Devlin, superintendent of the real 
estate department of the New York Life, 
testified that the company’s Kansas City 
building paid 3.6 percent on its actual cost, 
the Omaha building 3 percent, the Minneap- 
olis building 2% percent, the St. Paul build- 
ing 1 percent, the Montreal building 11% 
percent. He said that mnumerous~ improve- 
ments made on the St. Paul building had 
reduced net earnings. All these buildings 
pay a higher percent on the book value. 
Mr. Devlin said that the company’s real 
estate yielded 4 percent in 1903. Last year 
it decreased to 3.7 percent, owing to the 
building of the home office annex, but it is 
thought it will earn 4 percent this year. 


Has No Interest in Provident Savings. 


President McCall in his testimony stated 
that no officer of the New York Life had any 
interest in the Provident Savings Life. He 
said there was no lien on the stock or any 
option on it or interest whatever. 

Speaking on the subject of the annual 
dividend companies, Mr. McCall stated that 
some of them have contracts in existence 
which pay agents 20 percent more commission 
than the New York Life pays. 

Vandiver Threatens to Cancel License. 


Insurance Superintendent Vandiver of 
Missouri addressed a letter to President 
McCall of the New York Life in which he 
demands that the company select a new presi- 
dent, vice-president and finance committee. 
He also demands that the sum of $148,702.50, 
which was contributed to the Republican 
campaign fund, be restored to the company. 
He notifies the company that unless this 
restitution is made or assurance is given 
that it will be met without delay the com- 
pany’s license in Missouri will be revoked. 





Thirty days’ time is given for the company 
to act. 
Movement of Thomas W. Lawson. 

Thomas W. Lawson of Boston has wired 
the governors of several states to learn 
whether they will act as a committee for 
the reorganization of the New York Life, 
Equitable and Mutual Life. It is supposed 
that Mr. Lawson will attempt to secure the 
proxies of the policyholders in the effort to 
get a majority for members of this com- 
mittee. 

The investigating committee has not been 
able to get hold of James H. Hyde, William H. 
McIntyre and Thomas D. Jordan, as they 
are said to be out of the state. Hyde and 
McIntyre are said to be in Boston, but no 
trace has been found of Mr. Jordan. 

H. P.' Faris, Prohibition candidate for 
governor of Missouri in 1896, has written a 
letter to Mr. McCall protesting against the 
alleged reckless expenditure of funds for large 
salaries and campaign expenses. 

No Discrimination in Nyde’s Favor. 

Attorney Hughes of the investigating com- 
mittee has written Samuel Untermyer, coun- 
sel for James H. Hyde, that no discrimina- 
tion will be made in favor of Mr. Hyde. 
He will have an opportunity to state fully all 
facts pertinent to the investigation and will 
be treated fairly. 

W. F. Thummel of the legal department of 
the Mutual Life stated that he gave $2,500 
to the national congressional committee on 
the authority of Vice-President Granniss., 
He declared that the contribution was made 
on the ground that there would be great dan- 
ger if there was a majority of Democrats in 
Congress, as new tariff measures and other 
bills would probably be passed that would 
upset business and reduce the value of securi- 
ties. 

Regret Hasty Action of Some States. 

Chairman Armstrong of the investigating 
committee says: 

“T regret very much to see other states ap- 
ply drastic remedies in advance of action in 
this state. Our committee was appointed to 
investigate conditions in the insurance busi- 
ness and propose remedial legislation. I 
sincerely hope other states will wait until we 
have had an opportunity to complete our 
work. 

“These insurance companies are perfectly 
solvent and are able to carry out every con- 
tract they have made or may make. There is 
no reason for refusing to permit them to con- 
tinue to do business.” 





Howard E. Carter has been appointed 
cashier in the office of the United States Life 
at Cleveland, by Manager E. W. Christy. 
Mr. Carter was formerly in the employ of 
Armour & Co. 
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insurance companies to first-class securities. 
When investments were restricted to United 
States, state, county and city bonds, policy 
loans and to mortgages not exceding 50 per- 
cent of the real estate value, there was little or 
no chance for loss or fluctuation in values; 
but with the introduction of the deferred divi- 
dend contract there was created a fund, sur- 
plus, for which, under the laws of the several 
states--Wisconsin now excepted—the officers 
are accountable to no one, and a more ex- 
tensive ficld for investment became necessary. 
It was never intended by t!:e founders of life 
insurance that the funds of that instituticn 
should be used to float commercial schemes 
or. to get control of banks, trust companies, 
traction companies and industrial enterprises 
for the aggrandizement or exploitation of its 
officers. Such investments arc exposed te 
all contingencies of the business, and a lite 
insurance *ompacy shares not only in the 
profits but must stand its share of losses that 
may arise from eny source. If the institution 
of life insurance is to remain within the 
boundary line drawn by its founders, stock 
investments must Le prohibited. 
Gain and Loss Exhibit Demanded. 

“A law should be enacted in every state re- 
quiring life insurance companies to furnish 
with their annual statements a gain and loss 
exhibit, which discloses valuable informa- 
tion regarding the internal operations of a 
company, 

“Table 10 in this report is taken from the 
gain and loss exhibits of the several life in- 
surance companies transacting business in Wis- 
consin during 1904, and shows that the load- 
ing, or that portion of the premiums used for 
expenses was $115,7890,282.14, while the actual 
expenses of these companies amounted to $122,- 
904,496.55, or over $7,000,000 more than that 
allowed for expenses. 

“With annual distribution of surplus such 
an excessive amount for expenses would not 
be consumed, for then there could not be a 
mad rush for volume of business at any cost. 
Conservatism would govern every transaction, 
and instead of using $7,000,000 more than the 
loading for the expense of management and 
securing new business, that $7,000,000 would 
be returned in dividends to policyholders. 

Says Reserves Are Confiscated. 

“Table 11 in this report, which is also com- 
piled from the gain and loss exhibits of the 
several life insurance companies transacting 
business in Wisconsin during 1904, shows 
that the reserve released on surrendered and 
lapsed policies during 1904 amounted to $51,- 
747,449.95, while the actual sum paid by these 
companies to policyholders who lapsed and 
surrendered their policies was only $37,752,- 
732.59. In other words, the thirty-seven old- 
line life insurance companies transacting busi- 
ness in Wisconsin during 1904 confiscated 
about $14,000,000 which belonged to and should 
have been returned to their policyholders, all 
of which would have been returned had the 
state of Wisconsin at that time a law com- 

elling annual distribution of surplus. With 

14,000,000 at their disposal, it was an easy 
matter for these companies to exceed their 
expense loading over $7,000,000.” 





NORTHWEST MEETING. 


(Continued From Page 6.) 
Eddy, S. E. Cate and Cyrus Woodbury a 
committee on the president’s address. 

The attendance this year is large, many 
company officials being present. 

Mr. Shallcross’ address was a scholarly one. 
He has had experience in underwriting on 
three continents and hence his comparisons 
were of unusual interest. 

Wednesday Afternoon’s Program. 

C. M. Cartwright, who was to have spoken 
on Thursday morning, was transferred to 
Wednesday afternoon. 

H. N. Wood of the North British, George 
R: Crosley of the Western and _ British 
America, C. H. Silkworth of the Springfield, 
D. J. Mattison of the Royal, and F. -A. Man- 
nen were appointed a committee to nominate 
directors. A large number of new members 
were elected at the various sessions. 

W. B. McIntyre, stamping secretary at 
Rock Island, Ill., appeared as the last speaker 
of the day. He came loaded with optimism, 
rich experiences, humor, sparkling fancy, 





gestures, sea foam—everything to entertain 
the Northwestern members. He had no writ- 
ten paper. He claimed he could not write 
one. Mr. McIntyre made his remarks im- 
promptu and delighted every one. The speak- 
ers became serious and eloquent in his tribute 
to the common blessings of life. He urged 
more optimism and less worrying. 

The ladies auxiliary of the Illinois State 
Board, all charming in appearance, were on 


-hand to listen to Mr. McIntyre. These 


ladies would not desert their hero in the 
hour of need. They were the inspiration of 
the genial stamping secretary, and to woman 
and home he gave his most eloquent atten- 
tion. 





PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. ° 





Mr. Gallagher Discusses the Burdens of 
the Business and Suggests a Cure. 





President Thomas E. Gallagher of Cincin- 
nati in his address took up chiefly the bur- 
dens which the insurance companies have to 
bear because of the prejudice on the part of 
the public, including legislatures, and the 
system of state taxation and supervision. 

The speaker stated that in his opinion 
under present laws some state insurance 
commissioners have too much authority and 
make the endeavor to collect all the taxes 
possible too large a part of their work. He 
gave full recognition to the benefits that had 
resulted from state supervision in putting 
fire insurance on a higher and better plane, 
and expressed the opinion that federal super- 
vision, unless it supersedes state supervision, 
is not a thing to be desired. 

Legislatures Need to Be Enlightened. 

Legislatures should be brought to see that 
legislation invalidating policy conditions and 
clauses designed to frustrate fraud and pre- 
vent overpayments through overvaluation and 
overinsurance only increase the cost of in- 
surance to the purchaser. In 1904 taxes 
amounted to 6.86 percent of premiums less 
losses. 

Referring to the antagonism of the public, 
Mr, Gallagher said that he could not under- 
stand how prominent merchants could con- 
demn, as they do, the insurance companies 
which protect their business. 

Fire insurance companies are for the most 
part managed by men of large caliber and 
high integrity and the business has gained 
momentum despite the prejudice of public, 
legislatures, and, in some cases, the courts. 
The public does not appreciate what insur- 
ance companies have done in the way of fire 
prevention. 

Fire Insurance Not a Trust. 

There is no business in which there is more 
competition and less of the nature of a trust. 
li the public by taking an interest in the 
prevention of fire waste would reduce by 
one-third the waste due to moral hazard 
and carelessness rates would be reduced. 

Touching on the profits of fire insurance, 
the speaker quoted a good authority to the 
effect that in the past ten years not a cent 
of premiums have gone into stockholders’ 
dividends, but investment earnings have paid 
all of them and $31,000,000 toward losses. 
If the profits talked about were facts, much 
money now drawing 3 percent would seek 
investment in new fire insurance companies, 
but it does not. 

Publicity and Personal Work Needed. 

Mr. Gallagher believes the surest cure for 
the burdens of the business is education of 
the public through literature which would 
reach the people, sent out by the fire insur- 
ance interests, and by a closer contact be- 
tween field men and the prominent people 
of their territories. 

In speaking of the association’s library 
the president said it is now an expensive lux- 
ury and the organization is not getting value 
received. It needs more books, more room 
and a librarian. 





SPECIAL AGENTS’ BOOKS. 
We have several forms of special agents’ 
field, loss and agency record books. Sam- 
ple pages sent on application. 
Tas Westzex Unverwairzr Company. 

















SENTIMENT IN UNDERWRITING. 


C. F. Shallcross of New York Delivers an 
Interesting Address on This Subject. 





C. F. Shallcross of New York, the manager 
of the New York department of the Royal, 
had for his subject “Sentiment in Under- 
writing.” He stated that while fire insurance 
could not be reduced to the niceties of the 
law of average as in life insurance; yet, tak- 
ing an experience covering a long period, five 
or ten years, it is found that the loss and 
expense ratios and rates for insurance do not 
vary considerably. He said that the law of 
average recorded many violent fluctuations. 
The speaker commented humorously on the 
attempts of underwriters to make a profit from 
January 1 to January 1. He said that while 
it was laudable to desire to make a profit 
during any year, yet the long periods should 
not be overlooked. 

Underwrite According to Temporary Condit‘ons. 

Mr. Shallcross thinks that many insurance 
men underwrite according to temporary con 
ditions and go to extremes according to the 
loss ratio on certain classes of risks. He 
said that some officials underwrite by the year 
instead of taking the experience over long 
periods of time. The sentiment of the moment 
and not intellectual judgment and experience 
governs this class of underwriting. He re- 
ferred to former President Moore of the 
Continental sending out to prominent under 
writers a list of hazards asking their views 
as to what rate should be charged for each. 
Six months later he sent out the same list 
and found that the views were at variance, 
thus showing that the sentiment of the hour 
ruled judgment. 

Pooling of Classification Proper Course. 

He declared that the pooling of classifica- 
tion experience was a step in the right direc- 
tion. It gives results over long periods and 
therefore rates can be governed by it. He said 
that while competition will regulate rates on 
very profitable classes, yet the adjustment of 
rates according to experience is the best one. 
He thinks that companies can well afford to 
revise rates on an experience of long periods. 

Mr. Shallcross referred to the unprofitable 
classes and said that in Great Britain it was 
not the custom to allow the same percentage 
of commission on many classes when rates are 
increased. For instance, $15 is regarded as a 
fair agent’s commission on a $100 premium at 
a I percent rate. If the rate is increased to 
$1.50 the agent’s commission should remain the 
same in amount. 

Unseemly Rivalry Is Deprecated. 

He deprecates the unseemly rivalry among 
companies to make a mere showing. While 
honest competition should rule, the speaker 
thinks that the striving to overshadow a com- 
petitor leaves a bad impression on the public. 
He said that as a rule the large risks which 
give large premiums are written at the low 
rates and the smaller ones pay the deficit. 

The speaker paid a tribute to the field men. 
claiming that they are the broad shoulders of 
the business. 

After concluding his paper, Mr. Shallcross 
was called upon to explain why rates on dwell- 
ings in Great Britain are lower than in this 
country. He attributes the fact to brick con- 
struction almost entirely, open grate fires with 
no furnaces or electricity, better building su- 
pervision, less changeable climate and damper 
atmosphere. 


IMPROVED CONSTRUCTION. 





A. A. Maloney of Kansas City Gives a 
Practical Talk on Building. 





A. A. Maloney of. Kansas City, Missouri 
state agent of the Continental, read a prac- 
tical paper on “Improved Construction.” 
He said that no other country could stand 
the reckless fire waste we have and charged 
considerable of it to the fact that owners 
of property can now get protection against 
absolute loss to themselves. He looks for 
the educational work of underwriters and the 
avarice of capital to unite in bringing about 
better construction, especially since sched- 
ule rating has been adopted. 

Gives Some Points on Construction. 

For ordinary mercantile and office purposes. 

the speaker favors concrete foundations, brick 
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walls and concrete posts and girders re- 
enforced with steel rods. Outside openings 
should in no case be more than one-third 
the wall area. He has a poor opinion of iron 
fire shutters. He believes double standard 
fire shutters the best protection, but wire 
glass is cheaper, lets in light and permits a 
fire within a building to be discovered. 
Wire glass is the best covering for roof 
openings. As brick-enclosed shafts for ele- 
yators and stairways are too costly for the 
ordinary mercantile building, he would have 
all floor openings trapped with standard 
fire shutters suspended by fusible plugs. 

The speaker gave the cost of various de- 
tails he recommended and said that the spe- 
cial agent should'be sufficiently familiar with 
these matters so that he can advise a pros- 
pective builder not only as to what fire pre- 
venting and retarding devices he should 
adopt, but also what the additional expense 
will be. 





LEGISLATION AND SUPERVISION. 





Commissioner Host of Wisconsin Presents 
His Views on These Subjects. 





Commissioner Zeno M. Host of Wisconsin 
addressed the meeting on the subject of “In- 
surance Legislation and Supervision from an 
Insurance Commissioner’s Standpoint.” Tak- 
ing up the subject of insurance legislation, he 
pointed out the chaotic condition which 
existed previous to 1871, when the insurance 
commissioners held their first convention. 
Different states had different standards of 
solvency and different blanks for making re- 
ports. There was no uniform reserve stand- 
ard for fire insurance companies and the vari- 
ous branches of miscellaneous insurance were 
scarcely known. The speaker claimed for the 
commissioners much of the good legislation 
which has since been enacted. 

Interests of Companies and Insured Identical. 

Mr. Host holds that the interests of the 
companies and insured are identical and that 
laws good for the one party are good for 
the other. He denounced retaliatory laws as 
a relic of barbarism. He expressed no high 
opinion of valued policy laws. 

He stated that the first attempt to enforce 
a uniform policy was in Connecticut in 1867 
and the law was repealed the next year. The 
first standard policy law was adopted by 
Massachusetts in 1873. 

Discusses Wisconsin Statutes. 

Considerable of Mr. Host’s paper was taken 
up in a discussion of Wisconsin statutes. He 
would have had a number of them changed 
if possible but bills were defeated or vetoed. 
He believes that the Wisconsin tax law is now 
the best to be found in the country. It pro- 
vides for 4 percent on gross premiums less 
reinsurance, return premiums and actual losses 
less reinsurance. In Wisconsin the burden- 
some expense of publishing annual statements 
is now removed from companies, as the state 
attends to this. 

Duties of Supervisory Officer. 

Under the head of supervision, the speaker 
said that, inasmuch as corporations exist by 
action of the state, supervision by the state is 
justified. It is the duty of the commissioner 
to guard the individual policyholder and the 
people from imposition and to guard responsi- 
ble companies from the competition of fraudu- 
lent ones and the odium which their actions 
bring upon the business generally. Briefly the 
speaker outlined the historical development of 
Supervision in England and in the United 

tates. 

States Position on Federal Supervision. 

_Mr. Host is a firm believer in federal super- 
vision. He thinks that a national department 
Should be given the following powers: To 
examine all foreign insurance companies trans- 
acting business in this country; to carry all 
deposits of domestic and foreign companies 
transacting business in more than one state 
in this country; to examine all companies 
transacting business in the United States out- 
side of their home states; to value annually 
the policies of all life companies transacting 
business outside of their home states. 

Tribute to Importance of Insurance. 

In closing, the commissioner said: 

“The object and purpose of supervision is 
accomplished when all companies licensed to 
transact business in the state are sound and 





are affording the security to the insured, which 
the law permitting them to transact business 
contemplated. The state owes it to its own 
welfare and the well being of its people to 
foster, by wise and liberal laws, all kinds and 
classes of legitimate insurance. 

“Insurance is the mainstay of commercial 
pursuits and commercial credit. It restores 
lost wealth, begets confidence and in a thou- 
sand ways spreads its blessings over whole 
communities and is a chief aid to the state. 
It is difficult even to imagine the distress and 
misery were insurance to pass away in a day. 
The failure of all the banks in the country 
would be but a slight disaster in comparison 
to the calamity of the passing away of all 
insurance organizations.” 





STATE FIRE MARSHAL. 





Hy. D. Davis of Ohio Ably Discusses His 
Duties and Opportunities. 





State Fire Marshall Hy. D. Davis of Ohio 
in discussing the subject, “The State Fire 
Marshal: His Duties and His Opportunities” 
took up the duties of the Ohio fire marshal 
as defined by the letter of the law and his 
duties inferred from the spirit of the law. 

During the first half of 1905 there were 
2,557. fires in Ohio, against an average of 
3,105 in the first halves of the four preceding 
calendar years. The total fire loss for the 
first half of this year in the state was $3,- 
946,190. The average loss by each fire was 
$1,543. There were 174 fires reported with 
cause unknown, this being 6.8 percent of the 
total number. The practice of investigating 
such fires has reduced their ratio from one in 
six to one in sixteen. 

Mr. Davis holds that the chief cause of in- 
cendiary fires is overinsurance. 

Difficulties in Securing Convictions. 

Considerable of the paper was taken up 
in a discussion of the difficulties which the 
fire marshal’s office meets in securing con- 
victions. The criminal; by means of various 
devices for the slow starting of fires, is gen- 
erally able to prove a satisfactory alibi. In- 
cendiarism is generally committed by the 
owner of the property himself, who is thor- 
oughly familiar with its surroundings, may 
be seen around his property without causing 
suspicion, does not have to have a confederate, 
has no goods to dispose of after the fire, and, 
as a rule, is a person of good reputation. 

Accused Has Sympathy of Neighbors. 

Juries sympathize with persons charged with 
burning their own buildings, because they 
are generally poor, while the insurance com- 
panies, which would have the losses to pay, 
are rich corporations. Neighbors who know 
of suspicious circumstances withhold them in 
hope that the owner of the property will col- 
lect his claim. Attorneys for the defendants 
refer to the fire marshal and his assistants 
as paid detectives employed by the insurance 
companies to assist them in avoiding the 
payment of losses. Mr. Davis admits that 
if his department was supported out of the 
general funds of the state instead of by a 
special tax on insurance companies, this last 
criticism would lose its force. 

Work of Fire Prevention Discussed. 

He stated that the provision of the law 
authorizing the fire marshal to order the 
removal or repair of a_ building especially 
liable to fire had resulted in much good. 

In speaking of the work done in the pre- 
vention of fire losses, Mr. Davis stated that 
two men from his office have inspected 
twenty-two cities and towns. They find much 
gross carelessness, due to ignorance. They 
have given business men much instruction in 
avoiding fire hazards and by means of news- 
papers have done much to improve local 
conditions. 

Bulletin Service Is Effective. 

The speaker then took up the bulletin 
service, which he inaugurated. These little 
bulletins are sent out every week or two to 
568 Ohio newspapers and magazines, which 
print them. In addition to giving the public 
much information as to causes and prevention 
of fires, they have taught nearly three hun- 
dred officials, whose duty it is to report fires, 
to make intelligent statements of the cause 
in each case. The fact that the total number 
of fires reported during the first half of this 
year was 20 percent less than the average 





for four years and 15% percent less than the 

average for last year goes to show that this 

educational work has been of advantage 
Davis Advocates Lightning Rods. 

Mr. Davis is a thorough believer in the 
efficacy of lightning rods. He stated that 
within a short time the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association will probably publish its 
specifications for a standard rod, and he sug- 
gested that the insurance companies — give 
consideration to rods made to conform to 
this standard and to none others. He also 
suggested that in case the use of lightning 
rods should again become popular, it might 
pay companies jointly to employ inspectors 
to look them over occasionally, 

Recently the fire marshal’s department 
wrote to officials asking their co-operation in 
an effort to have ordinances passed for the 
correction of conditions liable to produce 
fire losses. Copies of existing ordinances, and 
suggestions for model ordinances were also 
solicited. Mr. Davis has also given attention 
to advising as to the organization of vol- 
untary fire departments. 





CHEMISTRY OF FIRES. 





Discussed by President Hexamer of the 
National Fire Protection Association. 





As would be inferred from the title, 
“Chemistry of Fires and Chemicals in Fires,” 
the paper of Charles A. Hexamer, secretary 
of the Philadelphia board and president of 
the National Fire Protection Association, 
was purely technical. Defining fire as “an 
oxidation at a temperature at or above the 
point of ignition of the oxidized substance,” 
he gave numerous examples of oxidation of 
substances such as phosporous and sodium, 
the former burning itself, the latter by com- 
bining with the oxygen in water, causing 
heat, which ignites the hydrogen which has 
been liberated. 

The speaker said that nearly every case of 
spontaneous combustion known to the under- 
writer can be traced to or is at least accel- 
erated by the presence of moisture. He 
stated that the temperature of ignition of 
various substances is of great interest to the 
underwriter, especially as this temperature 
is low in some substances. 

Chemicals in Fires Discussed. 

Mr. Hexamer divided the second part of 
his subject into four heads: First, chem- 
icals producing fire by spontaneous combus- 
tion, due to rapid or -slow oxidation; second, 
chemicals which, either by themselves or in 
combination, although they do not have the 
property of spontaneous ignition, may greatly 
increase the fire hazard by reason of their 
great combustibility; third, explosives; and 
fourth, chemicals which are neither highly 
combustible nor explosive, but may cause 
an increase of loss when in a fire, owing to 
their poisonous nature. 

Under these various subdivisions the 
speaker took up a large number of substances 
commonly met with in manufacturing proc- 
esses and explained their composition, nature 
and the hazards attaching to them. Under 
the third head he gave some attention to 
dust explosions, and under the fourth 
spoke of poisonous substances mixed with 
water as fire extinguishers, causing destruc- 
tion of goods intended to be eaten. 





ADVOCATES PRACTICAL PUBLICITY. 





Cc. M. Cartwright Recommends a Bureau for 
Dissemination of Information. 





C. M. Cartwright of THe Western Un- 
DERWRITER, in his talk, “Can Publicity Be 
Made Practical?” spoke on the subject from 
two aspects, the first being the relationship 
of insurance men to insurance newspapers 
and insurance editors, and the second the 
relationship to the secular press and the pub- 
lic in general. 

He took the ground that in dealing with 
the insurance newspaper men it was only 
necessary to establish relations of reciprocity, 
securing a basis of personal friendship, so 
that while the insurance men and their or- 
ganizations could be very free in giving out 
information, the newspaper man at the same 
time would respect their confidence and not 
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publish matter that’ would cause harm. ‘The 
speaker believed that when insurance organ- 
izations attempt to keep their affairs secret 
and refuse to acknowledge the professional 
newsgatherers, articles would be written that 
would be incorrect or distorted: 

Companies Should Have Publicity Bureau. 

Referring to the relationship between the 
insurance men and the public, he stated that 
there is a great amount of prejudice on part 
of the public toward insurance companies and 
underwriters, largely because the latter have 
been in retirement. He thinks that the bene- 
fits and great value of insurance companies 
are not recognized because they have never 
been set forth in the proper way. The 
speaker declared that the companies should 
establish a publicity bureau in charge of an 
experienced newspaper man, who would seek 
every opportunity to get proper information 
before the public. He called attention to the 
bulletins that are gotten out by the Ohio fire 
marshal in readable, spicy and _ attractive 
style, and said that all the newspapers were 
anxious to publish them. 

Newspapers Will Print Fresh, Spicy [atter. 

He asserted that the newspapers were will- 
ing to publish information that was fresh 
and attractive. They would not give space 
to prosaic essays on technical features. 
Working through the various instrumentali- 
ties engaged in the fire insurance business 
he believes that a publicity bureau should 
distribute information to the papers and to 
the public through local agents that would 
tend to modify the public feeling. The news- 
papers should be furnished matter that bears 
on some current subject, and the insurance 
companies’ intentions should be known. 
When rates are reduced or when any action 
is taken that will benefit the public the pub- 
licity bureau should spread it broadcast, The 
public has heard only the other side. The 
main work of the publicity bureau would be 
to enlighten the public in every possible way 
concerning the operations, work and benefits 
of fire insurance companies. 





OVERLOOKED HAZARDS. 





George A. Mowry Discusses the Dangerous 
Properties of Carbon Bisulphide. 





George A. Mowry, Minnesota state agent of 
the German American, in his paper on “Over- 
looked: Hazards,” confined himself exclusively 
to a discussion of the nature and dangers of 
carbon bisulphide. After stating three enemies 
of the fire insurance business are carelessness, 
ignorance and cussedness, he declared that one 
of the most serious hazards arises from the 
ignorance on the part of workmen because of 
the carelessness of their superiors in not in- 
forming them of the nature of the substances 
which they are handling. 

Carbon Bisulphide Universally Used. 

Little known by the public, more dangerous 
than gasoline, carbon bisulphide causes more 
fires in proposition to the number of plants in 
which it is used than does gasoline, and yet 
little is heard about it. It is now used uni- 
versally, being employed especially in indus- 
tries dealing with rubber, fats and oils, resin, 
waste products, paper, cellulose, electro-plat- 
ing, dye stuffs, preservatives, disinfectants, 
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F.R. THOMPSON, Manager, 
159 LA SALLE ST., ° 


Expert handlers of large lines. 


Surplus lines solicited anywhere in U, S. 


General Agents ag Pacific Fire, yd wu Stuyvesant, 
N. Y.; National F. & [1., N. Underwriters 
Sowey ofthe Spring Garden, Pa.: Giobe & Rutgers, 
N. (F. R. Thompson, Special ‘Agent). 

Special connections with other companies. 
Correspondence solicited from agents In other cities. 


CHICAGO. 





lighting, ice making, and in the northwest as a 
vermin exterminator. 
Dangerous Under All Circumstances. 

Carbon bisulphide is dangerous under all 
circumstances. It is highly inflammable at a 
low temperature and volatile in the extreme. 
The liquid is not explosive itself, but in the 
presence of oxygen it is extremely so. At 
high temperatures the vapor explodes spon- 
taneously. Special attention should be paid 
risks where it is employed and the most 
stringent regulations for its use should be en- 
forced. 

Absolutely Essential to the Seedsman. 

It is largely employed in seed warehouses 
to kili weevils and other insects. It is abso- 
lutely essential to the seedsman. Ordinarily 
a small “bug room” is partitioned off where 
the seeds are exposed to the vapor, but some- 
times it is done in the open. The “bug room” 
should be cut off from the rest of the building 
and, if up stairs, attention should be given to 
preventing the heavy vapor from descending 
to lower stories. It is easily ignited by sparks 
and there is likely to be a flash back. Effi- 


52ND 


ANNUAL STATEMENT 


Susmouce 


of WatartoncN.B: 


W.H. STEVENS, President 
JOHN Q. ADAMS, Secretary 


Capital ° 


$ 500,000.00 


Assets (to protect policyholders) 2,691,926.28 


Net surplus to policyholders 
Net surplus to stockholders . 


1,212,923.38 
+ 712,923.38 


PRED. W. WILLIAMS, State Agent, Michigan, Detroit 

N. T. JULIAN, Special Agent, Ohio and W. Va., Columbus 

GUS M. WISE, Special Agent, Ind. and Ky., Indianapolis 

L. S. MacENANEY, State Agest, Ill, and Wis., 195 La 
Salle Street, Chicago. 
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INSURANCE COMPANY, | 


OF AIX-LA-CHAPELLE ,GERMANY. 
UNITED STATES BRANCH 











ORGANIZED 1870 
35th Annual Statement of the condition of the 


CONCORDIA FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Of MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
DECEMBER 81, 1904 


CASH CAPITAL - - 


- $200,000.00 


Reinsurance Reserve - 609,770.89 


Reserve for all other Liabilities - 
Met Surplus - - - = 


TOTAL ASSETS - - 


113,320.24 
187,797.40 
1, 110,888.53 





GEORGE BRUMDER, President 
FRANK DAMKOEHLER, Secretary 





W. B. BIERCE, 
State Agent Michigan and Ohio, Whitney Opera House 
Block, Detroit, Mich. 


H. A. BARTELS, Special Agent 














FORTY-FIFTH YEAR 





HOME LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEW YORK 


GEORGE E. IDE, President 





Admitted Assets............ 
Policy Reserve, etc......... 


Dividend-Endowment Fund. . 
(Deferred Dividends) 
Net Surplus............... 


Insurance in Force 


eeeeeeeee 


$16,606,229.07 
13,783,512.00 
1,290,036.00 


1,134,104.25 
74,892,289.00 
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: cient ventilation is as necessary as the exclu- ; 
sion of flame. N al i ( 
RELIANCE The speaker said that carbon bisulphide is ation Life Insurance ompany 
. largely used in killing moths in woolens and OF VERMONT 
Life Insurance Co. furs. Here it is extremely dangerous on ac- —_—___—_ 
OF count of its tendency to stay in the fabric for Established in 1850. Operating in 42 States. 
a long time. —_—_— 
It Escapes Regardless of the Care Exercised. Josera A. Dr Boer, President. 
° F . ; P James T. PHecps, Vice-President. 
PITTSBURGH No apparatus which will retain this fluid “James B. Estee, 2nd Vice-President. 
a has yet been devised. It is continually escap- Osman D. CLark, Secretary. 
ing in processes or even in storage. Glass is ae gg yy 
JAS. H. REED, President best for storing it, but on account of easy C. E. Mouton, Actuary. 
breakage, copper and zinc vessels are in some F. A. Hownanp, Counsel. 
cases preferable, In conducting Dies made | | is Company hl Tawney J 1908 nd ned 
: ai. meng as Be “ uring the past decade: 
LIFE REPRESENTATIVES: it should be free from joints. Rubber should Assets, -  $31,398,453.67 Gain. 1844 
We offer direct renewal contracts for never be used, as the carbon bisulphide readily Surplus. - e 133°458:075-90 Gola, 142% 
: P ° “ee . dissolves it. msurance, - 761,554. ain, 
excellent territory in Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Mr. Mowry stated that many manufacturers SS ‘ 
Michigan, New York and New England would readily discard carbon bisulphide as a 7 any Sy ant pas Ciotens in Life, Term, 
States. solvent if a charge were put on its use. He eee ’ 
, Address : favors removing some charges already im- OLMSTED BROS. & CO.. State Agents 
posed, as for fixed ammunition, and placing Serene Saad. Cope, ee 
. ey age: : ’ wc D. G. DRAK 32 Marquette Bidg., Chicago, Ill, 
Agency Dept., : Pittsburgh, Pa. them on this substance. = 4 1 . i 
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Agency Appointments 


BANKERS LIFE <page mcnm Promises Pleasingly Placed 











In Union Mutual policies. ~ gn ga 
' tracts, convincingly arranged, with in- 
I n S u ra n Cc e Cc 0 m p a n y LIFE AGENTS — ——— res and —— 
completely set fort ore mention o 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK OHIO. premium rate. a be oe 
, unnecessary — every feature plain an 
desires to secure General Agents in the : Canada—J. R. Davis, Youngstown; 8. J. Brister, simple. Easy to undarstend; quick to sell. 
larger cities and towns in Illinois and ey cS GC Guith Sette: W. 8 
Missouri, a ~ ea ti ae Eisenhour, Fremont; $8. M. Cowling, Monclova. — UNION MUTUAL LIFE 
contract,carrying with it first and secon Equitable, N. Y.—J. M. Clark, Junction City. 
year commissions, together with con- | a at & Hodges, om. waa INSURANCE Co. 
of Manhattan—A. H. Matt, Huron; W. E. Todd, 
tinuous renewals thereafter. i Ironten; W. F. Patton, Canton. ey teem Maine 
Mutual Benefit—W. D. Clark, Cincinnati; L. B. Frep E. RICHARDS, President 
‘ The peered has made a very larg Demorest, Marysville. ARTHUR L, BATES, Vice-President 
increase during the last five years 4 Mutual, N. Y.—J. C. Snyder, Somerton; J. C. 
record unprecedented by any insurance Maddox, Marietta. Always a pl ice for active agents who hold 
company in the United States. Insur- Mass Mut.—-F. J. Stalter, Upper Sandusky. business written 
ance underwriters who are desirous of National, Vt.—C. J, Foskett, Cleveland; H. D. 


Pearson, Toledo. 
N. W. Mutual—L. T. Besserer, Woodfield. 





Apply to either 





securing a permanent location with a 


guaranteed future income will kindly Provident L. & T.—W. O. Lambert, Lisbon. THORNTON CHASE, Superintendent 
communicate with Prov. Savings—W. R. Huntington, Elyria. 84 Adams Street, CHICAGO, ILL. 
Royal Union—wW. A. Strayer, Canton. EDSON D. SCOFIELD, Superintendent 
Manager of Agencies MISSOURI. 180 Broadway, NEW YORK CITY 
Frank Tully, 6 é Aitna—W. M. Done, Rich Hill; M. L. Hard, 
31 Nassau St., New York City Kansas City; H. B. Johnson, Ozark. 





Bankers, la.—George Zindel, St. Louis. 
Columb. Nat’l—H. A. Poorman and 8. P. Stone, 
Kansas City. 


Mass. Mutual—M. A. Young, Farmington. 
THE IDEAL POLICY cyilerchants—J. H. and A. L. Pritchett, Kansas 
ty. 
Mutual Benefit—H. L. Rogers, Independence ; 


ene e A. G. Biggersaff, Edina;:-E. A. Scott, Chillicothe. 
Th P ific Mutual Li e Mutual Reserve—E. B. Poole, Lamar; J. L. 
- sey ' ri Meyer, St. Louis. 
National, U. S. A.—T. J. Browning, Jackson. 
INSURANCE COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA New York—R. J. J. White, E. ¢ 


Verona; . 
Kohrumel, St. Louis; A. R. Moore, Union; R. L. 











Get a 
General 

















° Hall, Springfield; O. J. Buford, St. Louis; Miss < A en ’S 
CAN’T BE MATCHED BY ANY OTHER COMPANY Margaret Snively, Kansas City. 
FOR EXAMPLE an Mut.—F. ve aan  panetia. 
State Mut.—A. A. Altheide, Ur 
20 PAYMENT LIFE—AMOUNT $10,000—AGE 35 ” — 


MINNESOTA. > 
Gives___ $50 a week if disabled by accident. Mutual Benefit—W. W. Turner, Minneapolis. on rac irec 
. New York—aA. T. Jones, Mankato. . 

k if disabled by disease. ’ 
$50 4 wee d MICHIGAN. 


$10,000 if totally and permanently dis- Canada—D. P. Stafford, Saginaw; J. C. Down- 














a 
abe ing Vermont With the Company 
$5,660 and a cash dividend at the end Equitable, la—G. W. Blake, Hudson; Otto 
7 of 20 yeare. Bprieas, Sebewaing. " . 
ome—A. E. Raab, Ann Arbor; W. J. Regan, 
$10,000 to your family should you die. Detroit ; J. F. Goetz, De Tour. 
Assets, $7,800,000 Surpias, $900,000} | Donsid: Vamar einaw; John Me- Good Territory in Illinois 
AGENTS SHOULD APPLY TO se Benefit—G. S — Muskegon. ’ 
ew York—C. C, Harris, Clare; V. S. Moloney, 
DANFORD M. BAKER, General Agent Sheboygan; J. G. Horton, Fowlerville; Bertha Michigan or Indiana 
Suite 608 Marquette Building, Chicago M. Windoes, Kalamazoo; A. W. Blakeslee, Mor- 
rice; J. F. Morford, Onaway; C. 8S. Voorhees, 
Onaway. 








Phenix Mut.—B. F. Doty, Detroit. 
Sun—Thomas Brinnen, Muskegon. 


Union Central—Norman Howard, Kalamazoo; Th M h 
WESTERN LIFE ag ge e Massachusetts 

Union Mutual—W. W. Wright, Jackson. 
INDEMNITY COMPANY pg ey 


® 
Mass. Mut.—W. H. Brooks, Milwaukee. M tu l L f | C 
Incorporated 1884 Mutual “Benefli—C. a Blanchard, Blanchard u d I ¢ nsurance 0. 



































ville; F. M. Joyce, Minneapolis, Minn.; Mary B. 

_ A FEW FACTS Priest and W. D. Reed, Milwaukee. SPRINGFIELD, MASS 
r *nty-one years’ conservative progress. N. W. Mutual—R. F. Kleeman, J. P. Callen, ’ - 
Me hods safe and up-to-date. W. W. Lilly and C. 8S. Hutchings, Milwaukee; G. C. 
icles non-forfeitable and without restriction. Harney, Racine; Adolph Rosenheimer, Kewaskum ; INCORPORATED 1851 
Pi tirby yy ss de eee F. J. Seeman, Kewaunee; A. W. Schulkamp, Mad- ee 

cles 8 e r cas . 7. Else, J ‘ 

disability. te acitic Viot %. i. oe Assets, January 1, 1905, $37,071,297.57 

Cost of Insurance Not Extravagantly Union Mutual—Mrs, A. C. Clas, A. L. Songtad Liabilities, $33,770,674.54 
or Unwisely Lo and Hugo Kreiter, Milwaukee. Ss "| 3.300.623.03 

conti High one y on . Wisconsin—E. L. Simmons, Madison. urplus, $3, , , 

“ar plus to Protect Contr aauaty » Nearly Definite paid-up and cash surrender yalues 
RALF A MILLION DOLLARS CASUALTY AGENTS written in every policy 

Claims Paid in Twenty Years over OHIO. 
Central Acci.—W. D. Rader, Cleveland. JOHN A. HALL, President 

; FIVE MILLION. DOLLARS Fidelity & Deposit—G. H. Lewis, Elyria. HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Vice-President 

¢ Ideal Company for Policy Holders and Agents. Great Eastern Cas.—E. H. Mayer, Hamilton. W. W. McCLENCH, 2nd Vice-President 

° Particu’ars Address, North American Acci.—Asa A. Crawford, Wapa- W. H. SARGEANT, Secretary 

ey Ati ge i Pugh CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johaston Bulldi 

} ew Amsterdam Cas.—J. N. Pugh, Newark; 3 lohaston Rulldine. 
WESTERN LIFE INDEMNITY COMPAKY W. D. Pepple, Toledo; T. F. McGee, Dayton. CHICAGO OFFICE: 316 Merchants’ Loan & Trust Bullding 
Home Office: Masonic Temple, Chicago Standard Acci.—D. L. Griffiths and S. M. Pax- L. Brackett Bishop, Mgr. 











ton, Columbus; J. H. Wooton, Mount Vernon; 
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if. L. Buchanan, Marietta; W. H. Harrington, 


Hamilton: J. T. Horace, Middletown; C. L. Lane, PRED S. GRAY, President CHESTER N. PHILLIPS, Secretary M, BE. MORIARTY, Ass’t Secretar; 
Bellefontaine; C. W. Powell, Bradner. 


MISSOURI. 
Continental Cas.—Irving DeHaven, Leeper. 
Fid. & Cas.—T. J. Tydings, Centralia. 
Great Eastern Cas.—W. W. Scott and L. B. 
Scherrer, St. Louis; B. O. McMahan, Grant City. 


N. 3. Fi. —J. F. I i , St. Louis 
NJ. Pi hea. M. MePike, Renting aneee: INSURANCE COM PANY 


R. A. Ollis, Springfield. 








U.'S. Fid. & Guar.—G. EB. Mayhall, New London. OF INDIANA 
U. 8. Health & Acci—E. 8. Jackson, Kansas Home Office: HAMMOND, INDIANA 
City; W. Bray, Diehistadt. ‘ Doing an agener business in home state and Writing surplus in other states. On account of extensive 
INDIANA. reinsurance facilities, we are able to write large lines on all Classes of acceptable 1isks. Liberal com- 
Cas. Co. of America—W. A. Thomas, Portland. mission arrangements to desirable agents. 
Fid. & Cas.—G. A. Chappell, Remington. “i 
London Guar. & Acci.—Ladd & Asbury, Sullivan. Co mm:>aced Business June I, 1905. STATEMENT. September I, 1905. 
National Cas.—C. E. Selby, La Grange. ‘ ASSETS LIABILITIES ; 
North American Acci.—G. J. Frick, Mount Ver- post moda peel settee ewww ee eens wrt cones ee anno poe ceeeeecceseeeeee peepees.00 
TT f bv * y Sz 3 » v. Tere Tae ee j= SOT VO wc ewes weer ee eeeeee we " 
aes r. M. Ranes, Evansville; W. R. Sands, Posey Real Estate a elie ab Mhaink abe wiv 89,125.00 NIN ost cae Gac'cived(gabaeuades taied = 23,000.00 
ee Lae Sees A. Cash on Hand and in Banks . ......... 12,705.00 ee 
U. S. Cas—H. G. Kirsch, Lawrenceburg. Premiums in Course of Collection..... 8,350.00 
ars > pep Furniture and Fixtures....... .....+.... 2,000.00 
MINNESOTA. Bills and Accounts Receivable.......... 16.090.00 
Continental Cas.—8. K. Swartwood, Minneapolis. $226,350.00 
title Guar. & Tr.—J. T. Frater, Brainerd; Report Filed with Insurance Department of Indiana, August, 71h, 1905. 
Stark, Bennett & Co. and P. W. Stone, Ely: J, E. ” 
Palmer, Fairmont; Ernest Wicherski, New Ulm. UMBDENSTOCK, HOOKER. & CO, General Agents for Illinois, 159 La Salle St., Chicago 


MICHIGAN. 


AMtna Life—F. . e-< ~~ 

Fid. & Cas.—A. L. Gladstone, Detroit. , 

General Accl. Scot.—W. B. Moyer, Jackson. 57th Annual Statement United States Branch 
Standard Acci.—F. M. Van Sickle, Detroit. ‘ 

Title Guar. & Tr.—Knowles & Converse, Boyne ; 


@ 
E. A. Burnett, Charlevoix; F. FE. Partridge, She- “ 
boygan; H. L. Holmes, Fenton. 1ver 00 on on O e 
Mich. Benevolent—F. L. Ackley, Free Siol. 


Postal Acci.—L. M. Armstrong, St. Charles. 
Preferred Hospital & Acci.—Fred Erwin, Battle 


creek Insurance Company 








WISCONSIN. 
“tna Life—C. B. Peterson, Rhinelander. 
Badger Protective—Henry Rocky, Manitowoc. 
Chippewa Valley Cas.—S. G. Moe, Colfax. 








Employers a J. .. ~— — _- : U. Ss. Net Assets. srt eee eeee ewes seserese ses - $12,107 ,398.43 
R. L. Dingwall, Milwaukee; F. W. Epley, New . 
Richmond; J. H. Bruns, see ge G. H. Guen- Liabilities. ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee | 7,038,506.47 
ther, Sheboygan; J. L. Prentiss, Watertown. 

Fid. & Cas.—S. Q. Rondeau, Clintonville; EB. R. Surplus... 1... ccs cece cesccccccccccese cece 5;068,891,96 


Jones, Oconomowoc; G. J. Fries, La Crosse. 
National Cas.—Otto Meyer, Marshfield; F. J. 
Gifford, Wausau. 











Standand hoct-—C, 0. Merry, Milwaukee, _ NEW YORK OFFICE, 45 WILLIAM ST. Northwestern Department : 
Falls: C. Re Suge, Richiand Center. castes J. Ti, DE CAMP, General Agent Ohio, 205 LA SALLE STREET, - CHICAGO. 
Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, WILLIAM S. WARREN, me. m. moons . 
Western Underwriter Arkansas,. West Virginia at Cincinnati. Resident Secretary. Ass’t Secretaries. 








Want Ads. 


One dollar per insertion. Limit, five lines. he Penns lvania sualt Om ai 
Additional lines, 20 cents each, per i: sertion. C 


SCRANTON, PA, 








FOR SALE—First-class insurance agency, prin- 








cipally fire and casualty, in thriving manufactur. | CASH CAPITAL $200,000 Incorporated 1899 
ing city of about 40,000; last year’s commissions, ’ ’ 
about $5,000. M 3, care WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 
Chicago. 
WANTED—Man capable to deliver the goods, to OUR AGENCY MEANS TO YOU: 


represent a capital stock legal reserve life insur- 


ance company as manager or state agent in the iss] 

— wi gue m.., best ae Sees - . Top a eee d bristii 
the. market. Excellent opportunity for the right r iti ini stlin 
a yy Sy Oe variety of policies with conditions reduced to a minimum, and bristling 





with the most attractive special benefits, supported by literature, artistic 
A live, progressive casualty agency, located at 
Columbus, desires to add a few FIRE COMPA- and catchy. 





NIES by Jan. 1, 1906. Correspondence may be i 
po RE ng Te ah A Company constantly on the alert to promote your interests. 
No. 11, Columbus, Ohio. Accid Heal 

WANTED—By an established o!d-line life in- -_ ent, - th and Liability Insurance 
surance company, a personal writer, one capable See Our Policy Paying Cash Premium Dividends 
of managing a large district in West Virginia. 


Only those able to furnish first-class references 
need address “OPPORTUNITY,” care of WESTERN 


UNDERWRITER, Cincinnati, O. M. G. NICHOLS, Supt. of Agencies 


PERPETy, 
9rock a 


yartirry, fflerchitnts 


COMPanys Gun one. 
Insurance Company 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA. 


CHICAGO BRANOGH. 184 LA SALLE STREET. ms IRELUS to Peticy itn ee 
TOTAL ADMITTED ASSETS 532,655.05 


TEN YEARS’ RECORD, 
SURPLUS TO 
DATE CASH ASSETS RESERVE = POLICY HOLDERS 


1895 $138,719.00  $ 23,421.00 $113,576.00 
1900 354,431.00 138,295.00 212,496.00 
1903 487,880.22 215,315.00 250,197.00 
1904 512, 655.05 236,024.16 260,203.24 
































GEORGE L. WILEY Secretary, 
E. W. BROWN, President Ww. F. w FF, Treasurer 


RU 
Cc. F HENRY Vice-President A. W. WORTHINGTON. Asst.-Secretary 

















